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LATEST MAIL DATES. 










England ......Dec. 20 | Hankow ...Jan, 19 
San Francisco, ,, 26| Yokohama. 15 
Hongkong......Jan. 20 | Nagasaki 19 
‘Tientsin » 9 | Foochow 16 





Shanghai mail advicesof 18th December were 
received in London on the 20th Januar} 








BIRTHS. 

At No, 1, Quinsan Road, Shanghai, on the 

18th January, 1890, the wife of Anruor 
‘Vers Brows of a son. 

On the 17th instant, at 7, 


‘Yuen-ming-yuen 
Roud, the wife of A. Oxses, of a daughter. 

‘At the Italian Legation, Peking, on the 
22nd January, 1890, the wife of Brixce pr 
Canmatt, His Italian Majesty's Chargé 
@Affaires, of a son. 






MARRIAGE: 
At the Cathedral, on the 2st instant, by 
the Rev. H. C. Hodges, M.A., THomas Jon 
Row1axp to Mary EuizanerH, the only 
daughter of J. Vacenas, Pilot.~ 
On the 15th January, at H.B.M.’s Con- 
sulate, Canton, by the Rev. J. Grundy, in 
the presence of Chaloner Alabaster, Esq., 
H.BM.’s Consul, and afterwards ‘at the 
Roman Catholic’ Cathedral, by Monsignor 
Chausse, Kexxeru Dovotas Apams to 
Mancaner Atice Dosxe. 


DEATH, 

At Chefoo, on 16th instant, of congestion 

of the lungs after a short illness, Doxcan 

Fiemixo, aged eight years, eldest son of Paul 
H, Kino, LM. Customs, 














The Horth-China Herald. 





Chinese on the origin of science are that 
the knowledge possessed by their ances- 
tors leaked out to the men of western 
nations, who improved on the informa- 
tion they received and gradually deve- 
loped the sciences and inventions of the 


modern age. his idea was started by 
Mei Wu-ngan in the reign of Kanghi 
and has been maintained ever since with 
singular persistence. The cultivated class 
in this country have consoled themselves 
with this thought during the past two 
centuries. On the face of this theory 
there is no small amount of absurdity, 
but the party of progress know how to 
make efficient use of it as an argument. 
‘The Chinese have been accused of many 
things. But no one ever yet accused 
them of want of astuteness in putting 
reasons in a forcible way, or of not bein; 
able to make a good case out of a 
one. This may be exemplified in the 
use the literary Chinese have made of 
the result of Mei Wu-ngan’s researches 
into antiquity. Those who are really 
in favour of introducing foreign im- 
provements say, we wish to make 
use of the knowledge of western men 
because we know that what they 
have attained in science and invention 
has been through the help that our 
sages gave them. We have a good 
right to it. None of our people ought 
to hinder our getting the full benefit 
of what is our own. There is a class 
who are extremely jealous of the intel- 
ectual superiority which may be claim- 
ed by Europe on account of progress in 
civilisation. Those who belong to this 
class say, we will not for a moment 
allow the claims to superiority. What 
Europe has done she has done through 
the help we gave. If we did not exact- 
ly give science to Europe we gave them 
the fruitful germ which produced it. 
"hey have the science of optics, but in 
our Motsz we find that reflection from 
mirrors was known in the days of Men- 
cius. The men of the west hold that 
the earth is round. This was believed 
also: by our poet Chit Yuen, who in his 
ode on astronomy announces this doc- 
trine; and this was not many years after 
Mencius. This being so we ought not, 
they add, to be ashamed of the study 
of western science. We are the rivals 
of the western kingdoms and it is good 





policy to use their spears in order to 
pierce their shields. We ought to 
train our youth in western science so 
that we may know how best to 
meet them in the struggle to resist 
their encroachments. By” arguing in 
this way the Chinese shew that in 
this way of thinking political autono- 
my and national independence are 
closely linked with the claim of intel- 
lectual . equality. Political necessity 
drives them to adopt a certain arrogance 
of tone which the facts do not justify, 
If they were politically strong they could 
do as the Romans did with Greece, 
The Romans governed Greece and 
cheerfully admitted that the country 
they had conquered was the mother of 
philosophy, science aud art. ‘They 
made no claim to equality with Greece 
in scientific inventiveness but sent their 
sons to Athens as to a university. The 
Chinese are stronger now than they ever 
were, but they are not strong enough 
to be able to resign the claim to intel- 
lectual equality. 

Mei Wu-ngan and others read the 
books translated by the Jesnits,including 
Euclid and the teaching of astronomy, 
and they were delighted with the new 
views. The Jesuits, however, were in 
high favour at Court and while they 
basked in sunshine the native mathe- 
maticians shivered in the shade, ‘This 
was uot agréeable and the native 
astronomers went home each day from 
Court dissatisfied. Yang Kwang-hsien 
particularly took a bold stand. He 
ventured to foretell an eclipse. Adam 
Schaal foretold the same eclipse 
and his hours, minutes, and seconds, 
agreed with the reality. ‘his was a 
crucial case, All Peking was waiting 
with interest to know the result. The 
prophecy of the foreigner proved by its 
fulfilment the errors of the Chinese 
mathematician who retired in disgrace 
from the position which he held. He 
went back to his home in Hweichou to 
write the book called “The Inevitable 
Exposure,” which consisted of a series of 
calumnious avd grossly untrue accu- 
sations against'the Jesuit fathers. ‘This 
bad book made him much more notorious 
than did his works on mathematics, 
‘The unscrupulous enemies of the western 
men and of their religion have reprinted 
this book again and again. At the pre- 
sent time they still do so. But a more 
intelligent and fair-minded class are 
ashamed of the book and would burn 
every copy if they could. Very different 
was the tone of Mei Wu-ngan who was 
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invited three days in succession by the 
Emperor (Kanghi) Shengtsu to converse 
with him for a long time upon mathema- 
tical subjects, His attitude was patriotic 
and scholarly. He had a fondness for 
mathematics and read voraciously, He 
was therefore in a position to criticise 
western knowledge in an appreciative 
manner, He says of the precession of 
the equinoxesthatthe western astronomy, 
explains it not as a slow movement of 
the ecliptic but of the stars in the sky, 
while Chinese astronomy has always 
held it to be a slow motion of the 
ecliptic. He rejects the Chinese view, 
which dates from the fifth century, but 
was wrong in doing so for it was in fact 
more rational. Sir Isaac Newton, who 
was the first to explain the precession 
of the equinox, was living at the time 
and he taught that the apparent dis- 
placement of the stars known as the 
precession is due to a twist in the 
earth’s axis of revolution, making its 
north and south poles revolve round 
the poles of the ecliptic in 25,000 
years. This new view condemns both 
that of the Jesuits and that of the 
Chinese, for neither do the stars move 
fifty seconds in a year nor does the 
ecliptic move that distance. But of 
the two, the Chinese view is certainly 
more nearly right. The Jesuits, how- 


‘The English mail of 20th December arrived 
here yesterday, by the P. & O. Co.’s str. 
Peniriswar. 
‘A mail leaves to-morrow morning for 
Europe, by the P. & 0. Co.’s str. Clyde, 
—_+__ 
LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 
[sv EASTERN EXTENSION A. AND C. TEL. CO.] 
(fHROUGH REUTEK’S AGENCY.) 


THE TROUBLE WITH PORTUGAL. 
London, 16th January. 
A new Portuguese Ministry has been 
formed, Further demonstrations against 
England on this subject have taken 
place. 
OBITUARY. 
Lord Napier of Magdala. 


[Lord Napier of Magdala was in his 80th 
ear, having been born in 1810 in Ceylon. 
ie acted in the Indian Mutiny with Sir 
Colin Campbell's force, and commanded 
the Engineers during the operations which 
ended in the capture of Lucknow ; he was 
made a K.C.B, for his services and recei 





d 
the thanks of Parliament (1859). He again 
ent (1861) b: 





received the thanks of Par 
for the ‘skill, zeal and intrepidity” shown 
in the operations which resulted in the fall 
of Peking. He was appointed to conduct 
the expedition to Abyssinia, on the suc- 
cessful conclusion of which, ‘and the cap- 
ture of Magdala, he once ‘more received 
the thanks of Parliament, was created a 
peer and granted a provision of £2,000 per 
Shnum for himeelf and his next heir. He 


4th January. 
qy3b® number of burials to-day reached 
13, 


5th January. 
Yesterday there was a diminution of 
twenty-two in the number of deaths. 
‘THE HEALTH OF THE KING OF SPAIN. 
Madrid, 7th January. 
King Alfonzo XIE. continues ill. Public 
prayers have been ordered for him. 
12th January. 
King Alfonso is recovering. 
THE BRUSSELS THEATRE DESTROYED, 
‘7th January. 
The theatre at Brussels has been’ de+ 
stroyed by fire. 
‘THE MINISTERIAL CRISIS IN SPAIN. 
Senor Sagasta has been unable to form a 
Ministry and has tendered his resignation, 
t Majesty is consulting prominent poli- 
ticians. ‘The dissolution of the Cortes ia 
probable. 






10th January. 
Her Majesty has suspended her consul- 
tation with other politicians as it is believed 
Senor Sagasta will continue to hold office. 
DEATH OF A PROMINENT SPANISH POLITICIAN, 
Senor Marqués de Reinoss, Senator, i 
ead, 









THE EPIDEMIC, 
The mortality from the epidemic is 
diminishing. —Manila papers. 
= 
For tHe WERK. 
(Thermometers in the open air in a shaded 
situation in the English Settlement.) 











Rainf 








was subsequently Governor of Gibraltar, 
and Constable of the Tower.—Ep.] 





ever, were not then allowed to teach 
the daring doctrines of the new astro- 
nomy. ‘his great scholar died with- 
out knowing the advantage in argu- 
ment that belonged to his country’s 
astronomy on this point. 

New views on the shape of the earth 
and the properties of a right-angled 
triangle were known to the Babylonians 
and Egyptians and first reached China 
somewhere about eleven hundred years 
before Christ. ‘They were taught in the 
schools. of China from that time, but 
only in those where mathematics was 
studied. The ordinary literati did not 
know these doctrines. Yet Tseng-tsz, 
author of the first of the Four Books, 
knew of the rotundity. Medical writ- 
ings of the third century before Christ 
state the rotundity with unfaltering 
distinctness. Chii-yuen the poet, in 
underfaking like Lucretius to describe 
the aystem of the universe, gives us 
the Ptolemaic theory of nine hea- 
vens, or nine concentric spheres, which 
involves a belief in the rotundity 
of the earth. This theory is called 
Ptolemy's but in fact it was both 
Babylonian aud Egyptian, and, as we 
now know, Chinese. 
undeniable facts that the great scholar 
Mei, the friend of Kanghi, planted his 
foot firmly and said science belonged to 
China before its light shone over Europe. 
Phe Europeans received it from us. 
"They were our sages who gave them the 
knowledge of the rotundity of the earth 
and the first principles of geometry. 





Summary of Hews. 


It was in these | zo. 


FAMINE IN THE SOUDAN, 
London, 17th January. 
A terrible famine accompanied by 
frightful mortality is occurring in the 
Soudan. 
LORD EUSTON VINDICATED. 
Mr. Parke, Editor of the North 
London Press, has been sentenced to 
twelve months’ imprisonment for libel- 
ling the Earl of Euston. 


HONOUR TO THE BRAVE. 
London, 20th January. 
Lord Napier of Magdala will be 
buried in St. Paul’s near Nelson and 
Wellington with a splendid military 
funeral. 
THE SVANISH MINISTRY RESIGNS, 
Madrid, 3rd January, 
‘The whole of the Ministry have resigned. 
The Queen-Regent has commissioned 
Senor Sagasta to proceed with the formation 
of a now Ministry. 








4th January. 

‘The probable constitution of the new 

Ministry is as follows:—President, Sagasta; 

Estado, Vega Armijo; Justice,” Montero 
Rios; Finance, unnamed; W 

Dominguez ; Marine, Monte: 

ment, Pingcerver ; Foreign Affairs, Gama- 









DEATH OF A CELEBRATED SINGER. 
3rd January, 
Gayarre, the celebrated tenor, is dead. 
‘THE EPIDEMIC. 
27th December. 
The epidemic illness known as trancazo 
which prevails in Europe has turned to 
Penmionia, and is causing immense morta- 
ity. 





2nd January. 
‘The number of deaths from the epidemic 
wore seventeen less yesterday than the day 
fore. 





Sed January. 





‘The French mail of 14th December arrived 
here on the 20th inst., by the M.M. Co.’s 
str, Natal, 


The mortality occasioned by the prevail- 
ing sickness is twice as great as that caused 
by the cholera epidemic. 


1890. 
Fahr, Thermometer. 
Min, Max. 
43°.2 


in inches, 


Jan. 









in inches, 








OF 





BbokoUSH 





Sicawei weather report, January 17:— 
‘The barometer continued rising yesterday 
at the stations of the China coast, and the 
rise extended in the east over Japan. 
Since 10 a.m. yesterday it has remained 
high and almost steady at Shanghai. N. and 
N.E. winds generally prevail, and yester- 
day they were still blowing with fresh 
breeze force in the Formosa channel, but 
will probably moderate to-day. At Shang- 
hai the weather will probably be cold and 
cloudy without rain,—-18th Jan.: Yester- 
day the barometer remained almost stead; 
till night all along the China coast, with 
moderate N.E, winds ; but during the night 
it began to fall rather quickly at Shang- 
hai. E. or SE. winds are probable along 
the coast, with rainy weather,—19th Jan. ; 
Yesterday the fall of the barometer becat 











: scpelorated and lasted till night at Shan, 


, but the barometer is rising to-day, witl 
moderate wind from N. W. ‘The same fall was 
observed at the southern ports, where # 
wind remained moderate. The weather to 
come is uncertain.—20th Jan, : Since yes- 
terday morning the barometer continued 
rising slowly at Shanghai ; and on the same 
day the area of low barometric pressure 
reached thecoast of Japan. Yesterday after- 
noon the barometerat thesouthern portshad 
not begun torise. The arrival ofa new centre 
of low barometric pressure is threatened 
and the weather remains uncertain.—2lst 
Jan.: Yesterday the barometer was slmost 
steady, but lightly rising at the southern 
ports ;'it rose more rapidly over Japan, 
‘bat at Shanghai it has been slightly falli 

since yesterday morning. Winds remained 
light ‘and variable except at Hongkong, 
where agale from E, was blowingat 10 a.m., 
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but this gale was apparently a local one.. 
29nd Pressure remaining low every- | 
where, yet falling at Sicawei, and keeping 
much ‘below the average. All along the | 
coast, weather dull and rainy ; light breeze 
from N.E, at Shanghai and in the north ; 
from N.W. in the south.—23rd Jan. : In 
the south, barometer slightly rising ; light 
variable breeze. At Sicawei the pressure, 
though yet below the average, is rapidly 
rising. “Wind shifting to N.W., and low 
prossure going away to N.E. 

We learn with pleasure that, in answer 
to Mr. Chris. Gardner's appeal,’ the Com- 
mittee of the North-China Famine Reliet 
Fund are sending $1,000 to Hankow, while | 
enquiries are being made at Soochow and | 
Hangchow as to the suffering in those dis- 
tricts, Dr. Neviuz has offered to remit hither 
some unused funds, so that it appears that 
money is not needed now in Shantung, but 
it is probable that the funds remaining in 
the hands of the Committee here will all 
be distributed by the end of next month. 

‘The North-China Famine Relief Com- 
mittee have received a letter from Mr, 
Nickalls, dated Chowping, 31st December, 
acknowledging reevipt of a remittance of 
Tis. 3,000 sent to Mr. Forsyth in reply to 
an appeal for help, and stating that reports 

‘ll shortly be sent. Reports of severe 
fare coming in from several part 
this province, aud the Committee will 
brsbably make a distribution : but what is 
called distress in this province does not 
compare for a moment with the famine 
last year in Shantung and Manchuria, 

Amadeus, Duke of Aosta, news of whose 
death has just been received by telegraph, 
was a brother of the presont King of 
Italy, He was born in 1845 and en- 
joyed for a brief period the dignity 
of a European sovereign, having been 
elected King of Spain by the Cortes 
in 1870, after the regency of Marshal 
Serrano which followed the revolution of 
1868, King Amadeus was compelled to 
abdicate the throne of Spain early in 1873. 

name was last prominent on account of 
yecond) marriage in September, 1888, 
with his niece Maria, daughter of his sister, 
the Princess Clotilde. Another notable 
figure lately passed away is that of Count 
rarolyi, who was from 1879 to 1888 Austro- 
Hungarian Ambassador in London, Count 
Karolyi was Ambassador at Berlin in 1866 
at the time of the war between Austria and 
Prussia ; and so well did he carry out the 
duties of his difficult position that, at the 
special request of the Emperor William 1, 
he was reappointed Ambassador at Berlin 
fora further term, which extended to 
nearly 13 years, 

‘On Saturday afternoon the Free Christian 
Church Sunday School children had their 
annual treat at the Masonic Hall. ‘The 





























gathering was largely attended by the 
children and their relations and friends. 
various 


‘The proceedings opened with 
kinds of games; then came a 
tial tea, and it’ is needless to say that 
the children gave a very good account of 
themselves during this portion of the pro- 
ceedings. After the children had been 
satistied, their relatives and grown up 
friends ‘had tes, while the children had 
some more play. Following this was an 
organ recital by Mr. Ballard, which was 
succeeded by hymns sung by the Sunday 
School pupils. ‘Then the Rev. Mr. Dyer 
addressed the children and presented them 
with their prizes. By this time it was 
jetting dark and Mr. Rex gave a magic 
fantern show, much to the delight of the 
youngsters, who amused themselves by 
shouting out the names more or less cor- 
rectly of the various animals displayed on 
the screen. By 7 o'clock the proceedings 
were at an end, and as the acholars and 
thelr young friends left the room they re- 
ceived packets of sweets. 

At the annual general meeting of the 
Victoria Steam Fire Engine Company., (No. 
7 Co.) the following officers were re-elected: 














—J.F, Chestham, foreman; E. P. Wick- 


ham, assistant foreman ; R. G. Gibb, hon. 
secretary. : 





year: ". H. 
Farwell, Foreman ; James Palliser, First 
Assistant ; H. L. Gordon, Hon. Secretary. 

The Shanghai Artillery Volunteers had 
a very instructive drill on Wednesday, 
when a march-out took place with the 
object of practising bridge-making. The 
affair was the outcome of suggestions made 
after the recent sham fight, in which it 
was found that the Artillery had no faci- 
ities for getting their guns across creeks ; 
and accordingly Major Morrison set to 
work to devise some means by which this 
defect could be remedied. The result was 
the construction of a simple and useful 
apparatus which was used for the first 
time on Wednesday. It consists of two 
Jong trough-shaped contrivances called run- 
ners, 18 feet long, fastened by iron cross- 
pieces at the middle and ends, with the 
space between the runners occupied by 
planks resting on the iron cross-pieces, 
‘The result of the day's operations was to 
show that while in design the apparatus 
was likely to be extremely useful, the 
bridge was too narrow to allow of the guns 
and limbers being taken over it by the 








if | ponies. This was shown by a pair of ponies 


and a limber falling off the bridge into a 
creek, the driver only escaping by pheno- 
mena] quickness in dismounting. Three 
creeks in the neighbourhood of the Island 
were bridged, and the work, unfamiliar as it 
was, was very creditably performed, under 
the superintendence of Major Morrison 
and Captain Clarke. ‘The operations lasted 
some time (chiefly owing to the restiveness 
of the onion), ‘and the battery did not 
reach home till five o’clock. 

News has been received of the death at 
Swatow of Captain Glasson, of the China 
Navigation Company's steamer Sungkiang, 
Captain Glasson had been a long time on 
the coast, and was well-known and very 
much liked by all who knew him. 

We have received from Mr. J. A. Betts, 
who was in charge of the Torpedo defence 
of Canton during the Franco-Chinese war, a 
copy of a most interesting lecture recently 
delivered by him on tie subject, and we 
reprint it in our to-day’s issue. 

‘here has been heavy snow at Hankow, 
and the hills ered with snow along 
both sides of the Yangtze. In Japan the 
construction of the Nippon Railway north 
of Hachinohe has been suspended owing 
to the heavy snow. 

Vessels leaving Nagasaki for the [nland 
Sea are warned that there is a dangerous 
sunken wreck in the Shimonosheki Straits 
between Manaita Beacon and the 
Buoy. 

‘Two out of the six men charged with 
assaulting Augusto do Rozario some time 
‘ago were brought on Saturday afternoon 
before the Magistrate Tsai, sitting with 
Mr. Pereira, at the Mixed Court. The 
principal, Wu Tsze-an, and three others 
did not ‘attend, having gone to Ningpo 
under sureties to return to Shanghai after 
the China New Year. The Magistrate stated 
that he had been instructed by the Taotai 
to punish the offenders, and he would 
therefore sentence the principal to 80 blows 
and the others to 40 blows each, allowing 
the guilty’ parties the right of mitigating 
the penalty by paying a fine, the amount 
of which will be fixed on the return of 
those who are absent. The Magistrate 
algo told the men to appoint an arbitrator, 
and asked Rozario to do the same, to settle 
the claim of debt, in which Rozario acqui- 
esced, but giving notice that he would 
reserve his right to proceed in a civil suit 
against the accused. 

‘We are glad to see that the Rising Sun 
says it is reported that Captain John 
‘Wynn returns to the command of the Tokio 
Maru on her arrival at Yokohama. 

‘The Japan Herald says :—The mail 
brings us news of the audden death of 
































Captain Freeman, formerly in command of 
one of the P, M, steamers between this and 
San Francisco. A fire had occurred on 
board an English ship, the Durham, which 
was partly laden with wheat. Capt. Free- 
man, who was Lloyd’s surveyor, went down 
into’ the hold in company with Lloyd's 
agent, when they were suffocated by 
carbonic acid gas which had generated in 
the ship’s hold, and all efforts to re 
them were unavailing, Capt. Freeman's 
death will be much regretted by all who 
knew him. The Durham seems an un- 
fortunate ship, as two days after this her 
first and second mates were drowned, 
owing to a boat capsizing. 

The Japan Mail says:—As to the news 
of the discovery of a plot to assassinate the 
King of Corea, the Choya Shimbun of the 
7th instant confirms the Hochi Shimbun's 
information. It appears that there is a 
widespread belief among the mass of the 
people in the peninsular kingdom that the 
reign of the present dynasty is drawing to 
aclose. In the present instance the con- 
spiratore are reported to have plotted in 
the interest of a family called K6, which 
family is alleged to have been indicated by 
acertain personage of prophetic ability as 
the successor of the dynasty now in power, 
It is further reported that the conspiracy 
has ramifications throughout the whole 
| maroc and that several Ministers of 

jtate are implicated in it. These Ministers, 
it is said, are endeavouring to have the 
prisoners beheaded as fast as possible 80 
that their own connection with the plot 
may not be disclosed. 

The Japan Mail says that a telegram 
from Nagano states that a violent earth- 
quake tuok place there at 3 p.m, on the 
7th instant, destroying several houses. 
—We find from Whitney's Dictionary that 
there are six Naganos in Japan, and the 
Mail does not tell us which was the suf- 
ferer. 

‘The telegram in the Courrier d’ Haiphong 
as to the destruction: of the palace at 
Laeken mentions that ono life was lost in 
the fire, the victim being a woman, 

‘The China Mail of the 15th says :—There 
was a rumour in town to-day that a conces 
sion had been granted for the Canton-Kow- 
loon railway, the capital to be supplied by 
an English’ Company, which was to be 
floated in Hongkong in'a few weeks, It is, 
we fear, however, # case of the wish being 
father to the thought. We have good 
authority for saying that nothing has yet 
been definitely settled, but it is generally 
believed by those most interested in the 
enterprise that the railway is sure to be 
sanctioned before long. 

From the Hongkong papers that have 
arrived this week we learn that H.M.S. 
Leander arrived at Hongkong on the 15th. 
—The new Colonial retary, Mr. F. 




























Fleming, C.M.G., arrived in Hongkong by 
the Natal.—The China made the run from 





being 1, i 4 
lately suspended from duty in Burma, has 
sailed for Africa in connection with the 
British South African Company. He may 
bo trusted to make things pleasant between 
the company and the Portuguese.—When 
the steamer Alzcine arrived from Hothow on 
the 11th, a Chinaman went on board with a 
Dill of lading for a bag of treasure and took 
delivery. Shortly after, another Chinaman 
arrived with another bill of lading for the 
same treasure, and it was discovered that 
the bill of lading of the first arrival, who 
had got safely away, was a forgery.—Atan 
extraordinary meeting of the shareholders 
in the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, held 
at the City Hall on the 16th, the new 
Ordinance passed by the Governor in 
Council was accepted unanimously,—The 
directors of the Hongkong Land Invest- 
ment and Agency Co., Ld., propose a 
dividend for the past eight months 








at the rate of 7 per.cent, per annum, 
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Miisgellaneons Article. 





CHINA NEW YEAR. 
20th Jan. 
Tue Twenty-first of January is the 
earliest day on which New Year can fall 
in China, as the nineteenth of February 
is the latest, for it falls on the first new 
moon after the sun enters Aquarius. 
To us Westerns, with whom three years 
out of four are always the same length, 
the fourth being only one day longer, 
the varying length of the Chinese year 
seems unreasonable; but if it were 
ossible to start with a new calendar 
it is probable that the Chinese would 
be selected in preference to that gener- 
ally used in the West. [t is certainly 
incongruous to call the divisions of the 
year ‘months, and in fixing them to 
pay no attention whatever to the moon; 
with the Chinese the first day of the 
moon is so in both senses. We enter 
to-morrow the twenty-seventh year of 
the seventy-sixth cycle, or the four 
thousand five hundred and twenty- 
seventh year since the institution of the 
cycle; whether the Chinese have lived 
in China all these years, or had already 
passed more or fewer of these cycles 
when they settled on the banks of the 
Yellow River, is still a debated ques- 
tion, Recent exploration in Africa, the 
discovery of the pigmies and of the 
Mountains of the Moon, among other 
things, tends to shew that we should 
not be in too great a hurry to discredit 
the old annalists ; that their annals are 
not necessarily spurious and the state- 
ments they contain false, because they 
do not exuctly agree with our notions. 
One thing is certain, that it is not the 
tendency of humanity to throw back 
its dates; that the ruler, whoever he 
is, who starts a new era, always makes 
it begin with himself; he is anxious 
for posterity to say: “This was the 
first year; with this man  civilisa- 
tion began ; before him was chaos.” 
The farther investigation into the past 
is carried the more we find that what 
have been regarded as legends of anti- 
quity are founded on fact, and that 
imagination counts for much less in the 
constitution of those legends, than in 
our assumed superiority we had once 


sed. 
the English-speaking nations do not 
make very much of New Year's Day, 
but in China, as Dr. Williams tells us, 
“the return of the year is an occasion 
of unbounded festivity and hilarity, 
as if the whole population threw off the 
old year with a shout, and clothed 
themselves in the new with their change 
of garments.” ‘There may be something 
sentimental in this, some feeling that 
the past year was a bad one, and the 
new one will be better, though the man 
who celebrates the birth of the new 
ear “with unbounded festivity and 
ilarity” knows, if he thinks at all, 
that twelve months hence he will be 
as delighted at its death. The fun- 
damental reason for this joy is no 
doubt the knowledge that the advent of 


the new year means the approaching 
end of winter. The working classes 
have a special reason for welcoming the 
new year, since it brings them their 
only holidays, and they being as a rule 
a.class that gets little credit and has 
therefore few debts, have not the trades- 
men’s reason for not regarding the sea- 
son with unalloyed pleasure. ‘To the 
trading classes the new year is a serious 
time. “No debt is allowed to overpass 
new year without a settlement or satis- 
factory arrangement, ifit can be avoided; 
and those whose liabilities altogether 
exceed their means are generally at this 
season obliged to wind up their con- 
cerns and give all their available pro- 
perty into the hands of their creditors. 
‘The consequences of this general 
pay-day are a high rate of money, 
great resort to the pawnbrokers, and 
a general fall in the price of most 
kinds of produce and commodities. 
Many good results flow from the prac- 
tice, and the conscious sense of the 
difficulty and expense of resorting to 
legal proceedings to recover debts in- 
duces all to observe aud maintain it, so 
that the dishonest, the unsuccessful, 
and the wild speculator may be sifted 
out from amongst the honest traders.” 
Thus Dr. Williams on the new year 
settlement ; a practice which has now 
been slightly modified in Shanghai, 
owing to the influence of contact with 
foreigners, so that the settlement is not 
so rigid as in purely Chinese cities, just as 
the observation of the festival is neither 
so noisy nor so prolonged as it was 
twenty-five years ago. It is possible 
that a time may come when the Chin- 
ese will imitate the Japanese in adopt- 
ing the Western new year; it will be 
more convenient in many ways, but it 
will not be really an advance. But to 
return to Shanghai : itis always a matter 
of question here as the new year ap- 
roaches, what sort of settlement there 
isgoing tobe. This year it is expected 
to be on the whole a favourable one. 
‘The only trade that has met with really 
heavy losses is the tea trade, and it is 
believed that the native banks will 
carry the teamen over, in the hope that 
the coming season will enable them to 
retrieve their losses. ‘The silk men 
have had a very good year, and the 
piece-goods Ten have dogo fairly well, 
although no large profits have been 
made. The metal men have been 
helped by the rise at home, and though 
a few of the smaller banks will probably 
not re-open their doors after the new 
year, which is not an uncommon occur- 
| rence, no serious catastrophes re antici- 
| pated to-day, and the outlook for the 
| coming year is a cheerful one. 
{ Foreigners, the majority of whom are 
| on a silver basis, are happy in the great 
| rise that has occurred in that metal, a 
rise which is confounding the bi-metal- 
| lists, and which is probably really due 
to the improvement in trade all over 
| the world. ‘The weather is not all that 
could be desired, either by foreigners 
or natives ; Sicawei, as is too often now 
| the case, has told us a flattering tale. 








Otherwise there is nothing at hand or on 
the horizon to mar the general enjoyment 
of China New Year. 








Beview. 








THE FRENCH MAIL PAPERS. 


As usual, Pwich has two cartoons this 
week. ‘The chief one is a real chef d'euvre 
by Tenniel, called ‘Rescued !” There 
4s nothing comic or even humorous in it 
it is Stanley strugeling out of the dense 
African jungle into the sunlight, supporting 
Emin, “It is really great picture, such as 
Tenniel rises to every now and then, and 
it gives distinction ‘to a number which is 
otherwise one of the poorest with which 
Mr. Burnand has presented us. Charl s 
Keene’s sketch, ‘A Financial Cris 
reaches a depth of imbecility which is 
solutely painful; and in this work's 
“Things one would rather have expressed 
differently”, we are given a joke which was 
already decrepit when Verdant Green went 
up to Oxford. Not even Sambourne’s good 
drawing can excuse the abominable taste 
of representing Portugal asa monkey daub- 
ing the map of Africa with ink, Tho 
claims of Portugal on the Zambesi and in 
Nyassaland take up a good deal of space in 
this week's papers, The Portuguese claim 
the disputed territory by right of discovery, 
oceupation, works of evangelisation, com: 
mercial exploration and military dominion, 
Lord Salisbury, who gave up Zanzibar to 
Germany without a protest, though Ger- 
many had not even the shadow of a claim 
to the east coast of Africa, is firm with 
Portugal ; and he is right to be firm, be- 
cause it is not a question of whether the 
territory in question shall be civilised by 
England or Portuval, but whether i 
be civilised by England or uot at all, 
as Portugal has long since d to be 
a colonising power. ‘The Standard gives, 
we may presume, the Foreign Office view 
of the positi 

‘The ultimate aim of the Lisbon Govern. 
ment is unquestionably the formation of a 
belt of Portuguese territory stretching right 
across the continent, and not only cutting off 
our South African possessions from all oppor- 
tunity of expansion towards the north, but 
leaving our Central African mission’ and 
trade settlements in a position of complete 
isolation. Portugal has owned for some three 
hundred years two long strips of land, one on 
the east and the other on the west coast of 
Africa, but contury has succeeded century 
without her having been able to make the 
slightest. successful advance into the interior, 
Whether at Angola on the Atlantic sea-board, 
or ut Quillimane and Mozambique upon the 
shores of the Indian Ocean, Portiiguese postes. 
sion has never been more than skin deep. 
Even that magnificent waterway, the Zambesi, 
which ‘Livingstone was wont to describe as 
the gate of Africa, has never boon roperly 
utilised. by the settlers at ite mouth tp iy 
crease and develop the territory they have 
misused solong. Indeed, so far from Portugal 
having made good her claim to the country 
at the back of her coast settlements, she is 
actually in the unique position, as far as 
Africa is concerned, of having’ abandoned 
posts in the interior once held by her 
colonists. Senhor Gomes has to admit, in 
his despatch, that ruins of forts and military 
posts abandoned some two hundred years 
ago are found in places in the interior now 
entirely given over to the natives or to 
the wild beasts of the desort. And it is to 
these crumbling walls and bastions, over. 
grown with tropical jungle, which fanciful 
explorers have imagined to’ be the homes of 
a vanished race, that Portugal appeals as 
witnesses of her occupation, contending that, 
in the case of Africa, a continuous occupation 
has never been insisted upon by international 
jurists! That is to beg the whole question, 

loreover, it is with such an African record 
that Portugal proposes to annex thousands 
of square miles of country to which in the 
memory of man no subject of the House of 
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Braganza has ever penetrated, and which, if 
they are known to the world at all, are known 
only through the energy and intrepidity 
of English explorers. Under these circum- 
stances, how is it possible for England to 
recognise the paper claims of the Lisbon 
Foreign Office? 


The St. James's note” on the subject 
is much to the same effect, but we 
may safely conclude that whatever claims 
Portugal had been able to produce, Lord 
Salisbury must have denied her right to 
cut Africa in half by a paper occupation 
of a belt of country stretching from the 
Atlantic to the Indian Ocean. We have 
deen told by wirethat the French and Spanish 
newspapers support the claims of Portugal, 
and we have no doubt that Charivart 
and some of its colleagues have made the 
most of the British wolf and the Por- 
tuguese lamb ; but the statesmen of Eu- 
rope know that British possession means 
the opening of the country to all the world 
on equal terms, while Portuguese posses- 
sion means neglect, misgovernment, and 
differential duties. ‘The St. James's ‘sum- 
mary is : 

The Portuguese Foreign Office seems to 
possess some able writers of State Papers 

ut in spite of its ability the last Note on the 
South African question will not much help 
the Lisbon Cabinet. Portugal reminds us 
that she has had a splendid past, and would 
like to have a future. No doubt a legitimate 
ambition ; but as Portugal bas already large, 
undeveloped, and barbarous territories to 
work upon, she cannot complain if she is not 
allowed to gain glory—or disyrace—by an- 
nexing and trying to hold a good slice of « 
continent. ‘*Portugal,” says the Note, 
“points to discovery, an effective occupation 
during centuries, the works of evangelisation, 
commercial exploration, and military domt- 
nion.” But Portuguese discovery of Equa- 
torial Africa is only of antiquarian interest ; 
0 antiquarian that the whole region has had 
to be rediscovered again for effective pur- 
poses by Englishmen. As for Portuguese 
occupation of the interior, it has never been 
a reality; the “military dominion,” even 
over the regions quite contiguous to the coast, 
has long since become a sham ; and the less 
said about, Portuguese “evangelisation ” and 
commercial exploitation of Africa the better. 
It is not on grounds such as these that we 
can allow Portugal to claim a broad belt 
across the continent and bar the English 
advance from the sea. 


‘The Pall Mall and Spectator have no- 
thing worth quoting to say on the subject 
this week, but the Saturday has a very 
common-sense article, from which we ex- 
tract the conclusion :— 

‘The simple fact is, of course, that, but for 
extension of English enterprise from the Cay 
northwards, for the lodgments effected by 
the Germans, and for the formation of the 
Congo State (against which, by the way, she 
brought out precisely the same antiquated 
and invalid claims), Portugal would never 
have dreamt of making any solid or serious 
demand to be served heir to the Emperor or 
Monomotapa, with leave to locate Monomo- 
Be (which unluckily, as every man of letters 

ifows, had become early in: the eighteenth 
century itself a cant word in one European 
nation, at least, for the Iand of Nowhere) in 
any part of Africa which might come handy. 
As to the well-preserved ruins, Her Majesty 
might just as well—indeed, considerably 
better—lay claim to Syria and Arabia because 
she is the representative of Duke Robert and 
King Richard, and there are a great many 
ruined crusading castles from Edessa to Jf. 
What the result of this wrangle will be 
nobody knows. But the best result for the 
Portuguese would be that they should receive 
from England an acknowledgment of their 
title to as deep a strip of the coast land as 
they can fairly claim, and should in return 
finally renounce pretensions which, even if 
Great Britain acknowledged them, they have 
neither capital, nor energy, nor’ colonising 
and_commercial instinct enough to enforce 
profitably for themselves. As for English 
‘statesmen, their duty is simple and clear ; it 
is to Keep at all costs a fairway in the 
centre of the continent for English expansion 
northward. 


















































This is from the Saturday of December 
14th, that of the 7th not having reached 
us; while it is before us, let us draw atten- 
tion to a much-needed article on ‘ Pro- 
cesses in Book Illustration”, and toa very 
full one (in Lord Bacon’s sense of ‘ full’) 
on “The African Problem”, in which 
there is no undue depreciation of Stanley, 
but itis shewn that much in his relations 
with his subordinates and with Emin still 
needs explanation, and it concludes with a 
serious reminder 

Especially now that Egyptian finance has 
revived so far, and that so much progress has 
‘been made with internal reform, it is time to 
consider, at first of course cautiously, and 
without making rash schemes, how to recover 
that command of the Nile which can never be 
abandoned without loss and danger. In 
doing this there are four routes possible. 
One of them—that by the Congo—may, we 
hope, now be considered as closed to all but 
mere adventure for many along day. The 
other three—up the river, from Souakim, and 
from Mombassa—will be tried, and tried 
successfully, sooner or later by’ somebody, 
and it will be to our loss and disgrace if they 
are tried by any but Englishmen. 


We must not leave the Saturday without 
noticing the opening article, to which there 
isnotitle. Ithas often been asserted that the 
Saturday Review, as is often the case with 
superior persons as well as papers, has not 
been appreciated by the world at the value 
of which it is itself persuaded, and we now 
take it that the assertion is true, for when 
a journal is really successful, its conductors 
do not readily alter its rasy ; but 
with the new year the Saturday is to become 
anewspaper as wellasareview. This is, of 
course we are told, n concession to the 
frivolous tastes of the public, and the 
Saturday will be a superior newspaper :— 

If the project can be carried out, as it is 
hoped and believed that it may be, the Satur- 
day Review will offer, to generation more 
studious of miscellaneous novelty than that 
to which it first presented itself, a representa 
tion of affairs more extensive than that at 
present given by any weekly paper, and more 
select, critical, and concentrated than is 
possible in the omnium gatherum of a daily 
journal. 

Farther news of the Brazilian rev 
shews thatit was amilitary pronunciamiento, 
‘ precisely resembling those which are 80 
familiar in the history of Spain and of the 
8 colonies sinice the close of the 
eonic wars.” ‘There was no parti- 
cular reason for its occurring when it did, 
and no public expectation of it before it 
occurred. The death of Mr. Jefferson 
Davis is, of course, noticed at some length 
in the papers, but in such general terms as 
shew that writers for the papers in Englond 
have very little real acquaintance with 
United States affairs. They do not seem 
to underatand how deeply, notwithstandin; 
his failure, he was respected in the Sout! 
up to the day of his death, and even the 
Times has the assurance to tell its readers 
that :— 

He was ostracised, not by the malignity 
and rancour of his enemies, but by the dis- 
trust and aversion of those who had formerly 
believed in him, and followed him into a 
hopeless and disastrous enterprise, and per- 
sisted in defying at his bidding forces as 
sternly irresistible as those of the great move- 
ments of nature. ‘The vanquished Southern- 
ers were not wanting either in sagacity or in 
generosity, but they had enough of human 
nature in their composition to seek a scape- 
goat when their ambitious and adventurous 
schemes were turned into crushing defeat, 

In truth the chivalry claimed for the 
South was never better shewn than in the 
fact that Jefferson Davis was never made a 
scapegoat, that no word of reproach was 
ever levelled at him, and that even those 
who had suffered most from the war to 
which he committed them followed him 
with affection to the grave. 

‘There is a great deal in the papers about 
the Influenza epidemic, and most of it 
comes to this, that ‘there are few diseases 

















































that have been known so long, and so 
widely described and investigated so often, 
and yet remain so mysterious.” For those 
who would underrate it we may quote this 
from the Morning Posts— 

Epidemic influenza has sometimes been 

Ken of as if it were of no more importance 

; and doubtless it is, 
more serious in its consequences 
than in its‘direct attack. But it was when 
Abernethy’ patient told him that she hat 
“only” a cold that the great doctor roared 
out, ‘Only’ a cold! Good gracious, madam, 
would you have the plague?” 

It is possible that the determination to 
give Lord Napier a ‘splendid military 
funeral” is partly due to the epidemic ; 
it is an old-time policy to amuse the people 
with shows in such seasons of visitation. 

We commend the article in the Spectator 
on “The Acquittal of Moussa Bey” to those 
who think that it is true friendship to 
Turkey to wink at the misgovernment 
which allows such outrages as those of 
which Moussa Bey has been unquestionably 
guilty, and then acquits him when he is 
brought to trial, 

One topic of the week must not be forgot 
ten ; the first performance of the new opera 
by Gilbert and Sullivan, which was most, 
and apparently most deservedly, successful, 
In the Gondoliers the author and the ‘com- 
poser have gone back to their old form, 
It has often been remarked that Gilbert is 
the most economical of p'aywrights, ar 
that when he has once caught an iden he 
serves it up again and again, with a different, 
sauce, until there is really nothing left of 
it, In the Gondolicrs, according to Truth, 
which gives chapter and verse to prove the 
statement, we have Pinafore all over 
again 

‘Amidst the gayest of scenes and the bright» 
ost of dresses, amidst cachuchas and fandan- 
gos, polished and furbished up with fresh 
excerpts from existing ‘ Bab Ballads,” with 
the salt of fresh satire and the pepper of new 
paradox, with a new and appetising sauce of 
gay muse and toothsome satire and. whimsi 
gality, ont arg trotted again the journeyman 
hatter of old Maddison Morton's time-honour- 
ed farce; back to the ever familiar scene 
come the two Portsmouth sailors as the two 
Venetian gondoliers; back come Captain Cor 
coran, commanding “H.M S. Pinafore,” and 
Ralph Rackstraw, able seamen, as Marco and 
Giuseppe Palmieri, Venetian gondoliers; back 
comes Little Buttercup, a Portsmouth  bum- 
boat woman, as Inez, the king’s foster mother; 
back come Josephine, the Captain's daughter, 
and Hebe, Sie Joseph's first cousin, a8 Casilda 
the Duchess’s daughter, and the contadines 
back comes the Right Hon. Sir Joseph Porter 
KC.B., First Lord of the Admiralty, as the 
Duke of Plaza Toro; back comes Dick Dead- 
eye as Don Alhambra del Bolero, the Grand 
Inquisitor. 

Yet even Sir Arthur Sullivan will bo 
satisfied with what Truth says of the music 
to the opera, which it seems to be generally 
allowed will rank among the best of the 
composer's lighter compositions, 












































@utports. 





CHEFOO. 


(rroat OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
It is with much regret I have to record 
the departure of Mr. Sydney H. Webster, 
who severed his connection with Mesers. 
Fergusson & Co. on December 31st and 
left Chefoo on January 7th. We shall miss 
him in more ways than one, as he has 
always been ready to contribute his shiro 
towards the amusement of the port, and 
has been indefatigable in geting up A-D.C. 
rformances, dances, and so on, while hi 
niusical gifts have brightened many a social 
evening. A smoking concert was given as 
a “farewell” to him on December 28th. 
‘The Chinese predicted an early and 
severe winter, but, with the exception of 
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some gales in November, it has not been 
an early winter, andlocal skaters are slightly 
‘voncertied that it has not been a severe 
‘Beas One ought perhaps to take the 
universe more into ene’s calculations, or if 
not the whole universe say a province or 
‘to of China, which this .nildness of weather 
‘Affects equally with the sniall piece of ice to 
Be east of the settlement where we skate. 

ery likely the temperature which inter- 
feres with our pleasure may suit a million 
‘of otic fellow-creatures who are less well off 
‘than ourselves in the matter of food, cloth- 
ing, and warmth. Chefoo iu winter is not 
‘an ‘over lively place, as it is too cold for 
‘anything except arctic amusements and is 
not cold enough for them. 

46th January. 








-  CHINANFU. 
sre ge ae 
(enoxt otR OWN conResPoNvEST.) 

‘The Governor has been away for the past 
few weeks, and is specially attending to the 
Yellow River. ‘The various gaps are being 
filled-up one by one, the largest one—that 
Changchiu—being finished some time 
since. He is also engaged in the work of 
dredging at the new mouth to which the 
river flows about east from T'iehménkuan, 
‘The miasionaries are also busy with their 
various exploits. ‘The ‘aotai has probably 
no week when he is free from all letters 
He fails, however, in the 








from foreigners. 
capacity to settle. 

The English Baptist Mission has rented 
a large house on an important street, thi 
being the largest house yet rented by the 
foreigners in this city. 

‘The Anglican Mission has leased at Tai- 
anfu fom one of the prominent residents a 
large house, and thus far has been entirely 
free from trouble. 

New missionaries have arrived to the 
German Catholic Mission—some half a 
dozen in all—and over fifteen to. the 
American Presbyterian Mission. This 
Myeang an advance jn neatly the same 
vicinity, and as the Catholic Mission has 
already led off by a few riots, we wait to 
soe how the “blues” follow. 

‘The holiday season is rather quiot in spite 
ofa rare turkey and fine ice-cream. The 
roll of the Chinese Now Year's festivities is 
already heard in the distance, and debtors 
and creditors are rushing around and knock- 
ing ut the doors, demanding settlement or 
crying * Wait.” 

‘30th December. 























THE GREAT FIRE AT FOOCHOW. 
—e 
(FRow A CORRESPONDENT.) 

Avery terrible fire broke out at Foochow 
early on the morning of the 11th instant, 
destroyingsome huudreds of Chinese houses 
and three Bon geseriee sort of places known 
a8 Baboo's store, Hingchong’s, and the 
printing press. 

For a long time, owing to the repeated 
fires in Foochow, incendiarism has been 
suspected, but now it is absolutely proved. 
‘The fire originated in an unoccupied house 
standing between a cash shop aud a large 
pawnbroker’s, The proprietor of the cash 
shop states that he was awakened by a 
hammering at the door and cries of fire, 
He secured about his person eight hundred 
dollars and then, with his assistants, four in 
number, opened the door and rushed into 
the street. A lot of men at once sur- 
rounded and endeavoured to rob them, but 
fortunately one of his assistants—the evok— 
had ‘srmed himself with the kitchen chop- 
per, and he used it with such vigour that 
the mien left them and proceeded to loot 
the shop. ‘The cash shop people state that 
when they first ran into the streec there 
was no fire, but that after repelling the 
attack of the mob outside they noticed 
the roof of the unoccupied shop burst into 
flame, aud also noticed a very stroug smell 
of kercsene, 














‘The people in the paiynbrokér’s say they 
were awakened in exactly the same way, 
but before opening the door went on the 
roof and vould see no fire, but a mob of 
people in the street. While they were on 
the roof they observed the unoccupied 
shop harst into fame aud also noticed the 
‘smell of kerosene. 

Fortunately the pawnbroker’s place did 
not catch fire, it being very much higher 
than the neighbouring houses and pro- 
tected by a fire wall on all four sides. 

The fire burnt itself out in about four 
hours, bat not before the whole of the 
foreign houses had been in very great 
danger. If either Russell’s or Schénfeld’s 
hong had caught fire—and the fire came 
within twenty yards of both of them—half 
the foreign hongs in Foochow would have 
been destroyed. 

‘The Chinese authorities are doing what 
they can in endeavouring to find’ the 
scoundrels who caused this last, and almost 
certainly the previous half-dosen fires, but 
they will probably meet with very little 
success, One thing they might do, and 
that would be to insist on every owner of 
an unoccupied house keeping a watchman 
in it nt night, or hold him responsible 
should a fire break out in it. 


13th January. 














(axormer accoust.) 

The fire started at about 3 o'clock on 
Saturday morning in the native street 
Kwang Ming Ka, which was cut out a few 

ears ago from the Amoy Road to Park 

Lh a very short time the whole 
street was in a blaze. ‘The fire wall at the 
cast end of the street stopped the spread in 
that direction, although for some time the 
hong occupied by Mesars. Schénfeld & Co., 
that lately occupied by Geo, Oliver, and 
the premises of the Chartered Bank and 
Messrs. Fraser, Ramsay & Co., were in 
reat danger. ‘In the meantime the fire 
frad crossed the Amoy Road, aud, taking in 
all the houses on the corner, it rapidly ran 
up the hill road, burning ‘Baboo Etam's 
store, Min Ching’s, Kaw Hong Tak’s, “The 
Family Bazaar,” * Hing Cheong” and the 
Printing Ofice. ‘The blank walls of the 
two last-vaimed houses checked the flames 
and by 7 o'clock all danger of further 
spreading had passed. 

‘The old Commercial Bank building (un- 
occupied), and the whole of tho * Bfaze” 
were destroyed. ‘The greatest sufferers are 
the natives, who have no insurance, 

‘The premises of Kaw Hong Tak and the 
old Bank building, held by the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank, were insured in the 
Hongkong Fire Office for $9,000. The 
“« Bing Cheong” building with the Printing 
Office und Bazaar were covered by $2,500 
in the Lancashire. $10,000 in the Sin- 

pore, and $3,500 in the North Bri 

ish; and Baboo Etam’s stock by $5,000 

each in the Sun Fire and Singapore. 

‘The premises occupied by Baboo and Min 

Ching were native owned aud not insured. 
Lath January. 



































NEWCHWANG. 


Once again we are depending on our 
admirable Customs mail service for our 
communication with the outer world, In 
spite of snow, and rivers that are insecure- 
ly frozen over, the couriers arrive and 
depart with praiseworthy punctuality. The 
winter has been thus far unusually mild, 
with the exception of 12th and 13th Dec. 
when the thermometer fell to 1 degree 
Fahr. during the night, which set the river 
fast by the native town, and extended 
beyond the Custom House to the begiuning 
of the British Settlewent. With the usual 
temerity of natives, men were seen crossing 
the river on the 16th iustant for the pur- 
pose of gathering reeds for fuel. Since the 
above quoted dates, the temperature has 
been higher ; consequently, when the high 
tides made, the ice was not strong enough 











to withstand the additional strain, and on 
the morning of the 24th it had all broken 
up again, and floes of ice are now foating 
up and down with the current. Such an 
occurrence is unprecedented in the annals 
of “ye mud-flats.” It was feared at the 
Deginning of the season that we should 
experience a water famine. This has been 
happily averted by several falls of sttow, 
at intervals, and this has also gladdened the 
hearts of the skaters, by preventing the 
dust, from spoiling the ice. Two very eu- 
joyable evenings have already been spent, 
aud we hear there is another in contempla- 
tion, Given a calm night, with plenty of 
coloured lanterns, there are many worse 
things in this world than skimming over 
the glittering surface of the ‘Consular 
Pond” which our genial consul has kindly 
placed at the disposal of the community, 
Our first ‘*musical and literary” enter- 
tainment took place at the assembly rooms 
on the 17th instant, at which many of our 
old friende delighted us, and we welcome 
two new vocalists, who will prove very 
valuable acquit to our social amuse- 
ments. On Christmas eve our present 
Commissioner prepared for the children 
and their friends « most delightful party. 
Games, dancing, magic lantern, quickly 
succeeded each other ; at the termination 
of the latter, the little ones marched two 
by two into the dining room, where a 
sumptuous repast awaited them. How 
children can avail themselves of such an 
opportunity needs no description from 
me; the full height of bliss seemed to 
be ‘reached when the wide doors were 
thrown open and the Christmas tree 
was displayed to view, lighted and de- 
corated most tastefully. Hardly had the 
admiration ceased when a bugle was heard 
without, and Father Christmas arrived in 
orthodox costume, dragging a sleigh full 
of parcels and bags, which with many 
amusing local hits Father Christmas distri- 
buted tothe assembly. Each child seemed 
to have the very toy he or she had been 
louging for; sume of us, too, had very 
amusing “sells” which would take too long 
to enumerate. Suffice it to say that a more 
delightful evening has never been spent 
here, nor have the little ones ever had a 
better time—all went home rejoicing with 
hearts full of love, for their kind host. 
‘ities are on the tapis, but as 
the courier is leaving at noon I spare you 
the narration of any more of our doings, 


BraMsie, 
































‘27th December. 


Pleeting. 








KIUKIANG LANDREN'TERS’ 
MEETING. 


Minutes of the general annual meoting 
of landholders in the British Concession, 


Kiukiang, held at the British Consulate on 
Monday, 13th January, 1890, Mr. C.F. R. 
Allen, Officiating Conaul, in the ch 

Present :—Pere Cicerl, the Rev. J. R. 
Hykes, Messrs. St. Croix, H. Schlee, du 
Jardin, and Sinclair, representing 24 votes. 

The ‘minutes of the last meeting were 
read. 

Mr. St. Cxorx proposed, seconded by 
Mr. Sixctate, that the minutes as read be 
passed, Carried nem. con, 

‘The accounts for the past year and the 
report of the Municipal Council were read. 
Mr. Sr. Cxorx, seconded by Mr. pu Jaxvix, 
proposed that the accounts and report, as 
presented, be passed. Carried nem. con. 

A ballot for the new Municipal Couneil 
was taken, and the Rev, Mr, Hykes, and 
Messrs. du Jardin, Oveyrin and Sinclair 
were elected members. 

The Rev. Mr. HyKes, seconded by Mr. 
nv Jarpix, proposed that the usual dona- 
tion of Tis. 25 be made to the Hospital, 
and that the usual fee of Tls. 75 be paid to 
the medical officer. Carried nem, con, 
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‘Mr. Sr. Crorx, seconded byMr. Sram, 
proposed that a’call of Tis. 20 per lot be 
made to meet the expenses of the current 
year. Carried nem. con. 

A discussion ensued, regarding the dis- 
posal of the ‘* Bund Fund,” and the Muni- 
cipal Council expressed their intention of 
communicating with the Consul on the 
subject. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. pu Jaxpry for 
auditing the accounts, and to the chairman 
of this meeting concluded the proceedings. 

Cuzcxier F. R. Auten, 
Consul, Chairman, 
Report of the Kiukiang Municipal Council 
‘for the year ending 31st December, 1889. 

‘The Council elected at the annual meet- 
ing held 11th January, 1889, consisted of 
Messrs. Campbell, de St. Croix, Hykes and 
Koosnetzoff. 

Mr. Hykes resigned on 26th March, as 
he ceased to represent Lots 18 and 20. 

Messrs. Campbelland Koosnetzoff havin, 
eduthe boc, stseoling ol atepeyernwashalt 
on 24th September, when Rev. J. R. Hykes 
and Messrs. Styan and Sinclair were elected 
to fill the vacancies ; the first named having 
again become qualified to act. 

Roads.—The Bund is in 
excepting a subsidence at the same place, 
near the Pi Garden, at caused 
trouble in 1885. This is now being put in 
order. The other roads will require gravel- 
ling and putting into better order, and the 
Jano, leading from Back Road to the wooden 
bridge over the pond is to be raised, and 
the drain there covered in, and the’ gate 
removed to the south end. 

Public Garden has proved to be a great 
boon to the community generally, and will 
receive further attention in the spring, as 
regards shrubs and flowers, &c., by way of 
improvements. The willow trees in the 
Concession require the attention of the 
new Council. 

Disturbance, —A riot took place on 7th 
November caused by the turbulent be- 
haviour of coolies employed at the “Shun 
.B.M.’s Consul, Mr. 


.d condition, 








tg 3 ” tea factory. 

©. F. R. Allen, succeeded in bringing 
this matter to a satisfactory conclusion 
with the native officials, and steps have 


been taken to prevent any recurrence of 
similar offences. 

Finances.—The Hon. Treasurer's ac- 
counts show a credit balance of Tis. 166.93 
in the hands of Treasurer. The accounts 
are now presented to the ratepayers. The 
retiring Council think that a call of Tls. 20 
per lot added to the other sources of income 
will meet the year’s ordinary expenses, 


The Landrenters of Kiukiang in Account 
Current with the Municipal Council. 
Dr. 











Ist Dec., 1889— 
‘To Police wages 
ny Lighting 
ds 


ty Roa 
> Rent of police quarters 
” Recreation ‘Ground 
} Stationery 

+» Bund seats: 
2) Donation to hospital 
1} Medical fee for year 
yy Uniforms for the police. 
yy Sundries 
2 Balance 








Ast Jan , 1889— 
By Balance from last month... 
‘Bist Dec., 1889— 
By Municipal call 29 tots @ Tis. 20. 580.00 
.N. Co, 







+, Bund frontage let to I. 
ia ee 


0. MeBain 500.00 


»» Bund frontage let to 
a do C.N.Co., Ld. 500.00 


* 0. 
3) Municipal dues s.s. Bente 


10.00 
Ks do. 10.00 
” do. 42.00 

do. 3.00 


‘Tis. 2,735 37 













36 | lime. 








Bist Dec., 1889— Ts. 
sy Balance. - 166.93 
E&£0.E 
Kiukiang, 31st December, 1889. 


Joux R. HyKes, 
Acting Chairman. 
Neu. Srvcuare, 
Hon. Treasurer. 
W. ve Sz. Crorx, 
: Hon. Secretary. 
Audited and found correct, 
D. DU JARDIN. 





Amusements, 


ee 


PROFESSOR TERSCHAK’S 
CONCERT AT THE CONCORDIA. 


Madame Schuller and Prof, A. Terschak 
gave their farewell concert in the Club 

‘oncordia Theatre (kindly lent for the 
occasion) last Monday evening. In many 
respects it was the best of the series : the 
concert-givers were fortunate enough to 
have the assistance of the Chevalier and 
Madame Vela, and an additional feature 
was provided in the shape of the town 
band. Perhaps the audience was not quite 
so numerous a3 that of the last concert ; 
but it was infinitely more enthusiastic, and 
Madame Schuller and Prof. Terechak must 
have been highly gratified with the genuine 
applause their performance deservedly 
evoked. We have never heard Madame 
Schuller to better advantage. That she 
played her two solos charmingly, goes 
without saying: whether tenderly linger- 
ing on some sweet passage in the beaut 

iy 








ful, flowing mele of the Sextett 
from Lucia di Lammermoor, or thundering 
forth the stately march from ‘Tannhauser 
she was equally at home, and both pieces 
were taken at excellent tempi. Madame 








cannot but speak in the highest praise. 
Ponchielli’s aria from Gioconda received 
full justice at her hands. The I 
school of singing is exacting in its 
methods, but every nuance was made the 
most of: the portamento was employed 
with sparing yet graceful effect. Madame 
Vela truly knows how to please her 
listeners. Her efforts were received with 
great éclut and in response to an encore 
she gave Gomez’ pretty ballata, Mia 
Picirella, from the opera Saleator Rosa. 
Prof. Terschak i played the beautiful 
andante and finale from his second Sonata. 
‘The oftener we hear it, the more favourable 
the impression. New beauties are revealed 
each time ; and it is very cleverly treated. 
The sweet but plaintive melody, played 
sotto voce, is accompanied and supported 
by lovely arpeggi most delicately used by 

fadame Schuller : the effect is simply sub- 
It is one of the purest and sweetest 
movements it has ever been our lot to 
hear. We presume the Intermezzo for 
flute and piano has been written since 
M. Terschak’s stay in Shanghai. The sub- 














fect is very quaint and lively. In the 
Fantasia on La Sonnambula, Prof. ‘Ter- 
schak again manifested his wonderfulexecu- 





tion and command over the flute, and the 
consummate heh w he is ae 
to play passages of almost insurmountable 
difficulty. For example the med, careering, 
‘devil's cadence’, which is certainly inore 
fiery than melodious, Had his Satanic 
Majesty heard it even he would have been 
excited to admiration and envy. 

‘The Liedertafel sang, “The Complaint” 
and “Thanksgiving,” two of the nationalairs 
of the early Netherlands. The latter was 
sung with much spirit and ended with a 
very fine climax by the introduction of the 
brass instruments of the orchestra. The 
concert was opened and closed by the 
orchestra, or more properly the town band. 
The opening number, Auber’s overture, 
Crown Diamonds, they played very well. 
‘The last number on the programme was 














the pice de résistance. The title is, Grand 
Imperial Turkish March .“‘Selamlik” by 
Professor Terschak. It is specially ni 
able from the fact that it is “ programme’ 
music. The raison @étre of each movement 
isgiven. This lends an additional interest, 
and helps one greatly to follow the develop- 
ment and working out of each theme. Tt 
opens with a fanfare, and, after the Turkish 
national hymn and another flourish of 
trumpets, the march itself begins, during 
which the Sultan is supposed to be reviewin; 
his troops. The legions having march 
past the Sultan returns tohis palace. ‘The 
nd under the direction of the composer 
played with great care aud skill, They 
evidently been well-drilled, and not a 
single hitch occurred. ‘The Professor was 
vociferously cheered ;and in response to an 
encore played the march again, The work 
displays very clever orchestration and tone- 
colouring, and is decidedly oriental in 
spirit and ckwxcter. The two hymna were 
remarkable for their broad, sonorous and 
massive harmonies. 
‘The programme was as follows :— 
Pane I. 
1—Overture, Crown Diamonds.. Auber. 
‘The Orchestra under the direction of 
Chev. Vela. 
2—Die Klage (The Complaint), 
it No I. of the Si 
National Airs of the Early 
Netherlands (date 1626); 
chorus for men's voi 
with Pianoforte, Harm 
ised by esc sseten 
‘The Liedertafel. 
3—Andante and Finale from 
Sonata IL. for piano and 
flute, Op. 174 A. Terachak. 
Mme. Schuller and A. Terschak, 
4—Sextett from Lucia di Lam- 
mermoor, for pianoforte..R. Willmere. 
Mme. Schuller. 
5—Intermezzo, for flute and 
piano, manuscript dedi- 
cated his friend A. 
Wasserfall oo... 0. 5 2A. Terkchak. 
Mme, Schuller and A. ‘Terschek, 


Pan Il. 
6—March (The Procession of 
the Guests to the Wart- 
burg) from Wagner's Tann- 
hauser, for piano 
Mme. Se 
7—Aria from Gioconda 


Mme. Ve 
8—La Sonnambula, with the 
Devil’s Cadence (Chant 
du Démon) for flute with 
Pianoaccompaniment. Bellini-Terschak, 
‘Mme. Schuller and A. Terschak. 
9~ Thanksgiving, beingNo. V1. 
‘of the National Airs of the 
Early Netherlands; chor- 
us for men’s 






































A. Kremeer. 





Liszt. 










pe 
March, ‘*Selarlile.” ... 
(Composed by Prof. Terschak for 
His Majesty Abdul Hamid.) 
—The Sultan comes out of 


(ymn—National Anthem of ‘Turkey 
(Played when His Majesty takes up his 
sition i 





front of the army.) 
For Trumpets—(Played 
(is Majesty comes from the 
Mosque.) 
V—Grand March—The Legions march past. 
mn (Finale)—The Sultan returns to 
ralace). 
The Orchestra, 
‘onducted by the composer). 















THE MARINE ENGINEERS’ BALL 
AT THE MASONIC HALL. 


It is sometimes thought that the use of 
the verb ‘to engineer’ is slang, but it was 
classically used over a century ago with the 
meaning “ toguide, conduct, or manage by 
ingenuity and tact”; we have therefore 
excellent authority for saying that the ball 
on Wednesday evening was admirably 
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engineered. It has fallen to our lot to} 
describe these charming reunions so often, 

and overy one knows so well what.a capable | 
and hospitable body the marine engineers | 
are, that a detailed aczount of the Vall | 
would be butan agglomeration of reiterated 

superlatives. ‘Though the rain kept away | 
some of the guests, who found it actually | 
impossible to procure the means of locomo- 
tion, the Masonic Hall was well filled, and | 
it was, of course, well decorated, while the 

floor was all that could be wished. ‘The! 
only flaw was in the lighting, for which the 
engineers cannot be held responsible ; the 
Masonic Hall cannot be lighted sufficiently 
for a ball. There must have been at one 
time between four and five hundred guests 
present, but the incessant attention of the 
‘screw-propellered stewards kept everything 
going smoothly. Ripples enough, of laughter 
and pleasure, there were, but no heavy 
sea and no racing. ‘The programme was & 
long one, but it was gone through without 
an omission by three o'clock, when the last 
ladies left; and the music, under M. Vela’s 
direction, was excellent. ‘The well drilled 
staff of waiters in the supper room were 
kept busy from soon after eleven, for full 
justice was done to the excellent men, 


The following was the programme :— 
in the Moonlight. 





20,— Walt 

‘The general judgment was that it was one 
of the Fost balls oer given here, and that 
the guests had every reason to be grateful 
to the Stewards, who were :—R, Agnew, 
President ; J. Prentice, J. R. Twentyman, 
©, Buchanan, J. Harris, J. Johnston, W: 
B. Buyers, ‘A. Miller, G. Davidson, A. 
Roberton, D. W. Jones, J. Shearer, W. 
Bell, 8. Harvie, G. Brown, W. Hardie, 
J, Ferrier, S. Beveridge, R. W. Astill, W: 
Reeves, and J, Ford, Hon. Sec., M.C. 








SATURDAY'S PAPER HUNT. 

There could only be one opinion with 
regard to the day itself--it was atrocious ; 
but Mr. Wintle having kindly consented 
to lay the peper for Mr. Middleton and 
map out the course, it was decided that the 
hunt should come off. Nineteen sports- 
men assembled at the Hermitage at 3.30 
p.m, and after allowing an extra ten 
minutes for possible additions to the 
number, a field of fifteen started. Rain 
had ceased to fall and the ground was not 
particularly heavy, but undonbtedly the 
ood jumping ponies had the best of it. 
Sfessrs. Crawford and Ward Hell obtained 
a splendid lead by getting first overa newly 
cut ditch having sloping sides, near the 
French road ;next camethegraveyard jumps 
and a couple of creeks filled with water, then 
over a sinall creek and on to the hurdles 
near the big grave; and after cross- 
ing Black Auster's the paper led over 
Brownie’s and to the Bubbling Well road 
hy way of the Bridge near Oliver's 
Bungalow. Two ereeks in the neighbour- 
hood of Del Monte having been negotiated 
and the old road crossed, the paper was 
traced through the village and taking 
the jumps alongside the Island in the 
direction of Jessfield. The creek was 
waded by some, the Cow Bridge was walked 
over by others, and after the usual long 
gallop the scent led over Mr. Shaw's cut 

















jumps near the second Farm ; these have 
recently been put in excellent order and 
those who missed them were unfortunate. 
Theobjectionable fencing had been removed 
for the occasion by the courtesy of its owner. 
The finish was over a pretty water jump 
behind Trefancha. Had the field been a 
large one it would have been a more enjoy- 
able ride, and it was unfortunate that such 
a well-chosen run should have come off on 
such an unpleasant day. Mr. Easton, on 
a 12.2 pony, was the winner, Messrs. 
Midwood, "Li, “Wallace, "Le Vautchier, 
Ramsay and Stewart coming uext in order. 





FOOTBALL. 


On Saturday afternoon the first real 
match of the season took place on the 
Recreation Club ground, between an eleven 
of the Recreation Club and another of past 
and present boys of the Collegiate School, 
Cheloo. Both teams were more or less of 
a acratch nature, the Recreation Club put- 
ting only a weak team into the field, while 
the members of the other eleven had not 
previously played together at all. The 
weather was wet and disagreeable, and the 
ground very slippery, so that on the whole 
the play was not remarkably good, except 

erhaps as regards the Club backs. The 
Gio had the best of the game throughout 
and won by three goals (kicked by Lyle, 
Coulthard, and Harris) to none, Sides :— 

Recreation Club.—W. H. Purcell, goal 
J. Maun, back ; R. J. Harris (Capt.) half- 
back ;J. Coulthard, J, N. Lyle, J. MeIver, 
E. Tuck, Campbell, G. Peace and E. W. 
Sharples, forwards. 

School. —B. Cardwell, goal ; E. Murray 
(Capt.) and W. Alty, backs; H. Courtenay 
and W. Wills, half backs ; J. Silverthorne, 
D. White, B. Algar, A. Cooper, B. Cooper, 
and G. Newman, forwards. 























8. M. P. 


SHOOTING CLUB. 








The January competition, in connection 
with the above Club, wasshot foron Wednes- 
day morninglast, the competitors shooting in 
files at 200 and 500 yards. The morning was 
govd for shooting, and some very good scores 
were made; the highest being that of 
Iuspector Wilson with 64, closely followed 

ergt. Bourke and P.C. Ross with 63 

and 62 respectively, out of a possible 70. 
‘The following are the scores :-— 

200 yds. ds, 

Serg. Bourke. .4553455-31 545: -32 63 

Murphy 4544444.29 5: -31 60. 

Wilson, .4445555- 32 $ 

5 


62 
54. 











Gn. 
}123 


‘S 












116 
‘erg. Crank ...4454535- 





joy 0s 
fs 
ao 
3} 75 





Serg. Culshaw 4444445-29 5332425-24 
P.C. Beaton. -19 2524244.93 
Serg. Bullock. 32 243244-93 








B.C. Vidal 





Miscellaneous. 





ANNUAL DISTRIBUTION OF 
PRIZES Al’ THE HONGKEW 
SCHOOL. 

A pleasing little ceremony was enacted at 
the Hongkew School on Thursday (16th), 
when the distribution of prizes took place. 
One of the rooms was decorated with flags 
and evergreens, and in this room the pupils 
sat down toa treat of tea, cakes and fruit. 
‘There are some 64 boys and girls who 
attend the school, but they were not 
all present on Thursday. A number of 
ladies and gentlemen were invited and 
were much amused with the entertainment 
which followed the tea. Around the walls 
of the room were suspended specimens of 


; Tien cht or p'ao cht, literall; 


the hand-writing and drawing of the pupils, 
and after tec the guests had an: opportunity 
of examining these specimens. The writing 
was good as were also the maps, while the 
drawings of dogs, tigers and other animals 
shaved the romaristie degree of excellence 
to which the pupils had attained. ‘The pro- 
gramme consisted of recitations, dialogues 
and songs, and it was evident that the 
youngsters had, among other things, been 
taught to speak out. TheRev. W. Muirhead 
spoke earnestly to the young people and 
urged them to continue to strive to be good. 
The Rev. H. C. Hodges distributed the 
prizes to the successful candidates, and said 
it was satisfactory to know that while all 
could not receive prizes they had done 
their best. After this Mr. Ware, with the 
aid of a magic lantern, took the pupils on 
a tour of the world, beating Miss Nellie 
Bly’s record hollow. The proceedings 
closed with cheers for Mrs. Youngson, the 
Matron, the School, and the Trustees. ‘The 
school re-opens on 3rd February. 








DIALOGUE WITH A WESTERN 
FRIEND ON PAPER-HUNTING. 
(From the Hw Pao, 14th January, 1890}. 
During the winter months the Western 

merchants at Shanghai have a sport which 

some call pow-peepa others T'iao pan 
1g (jumping half a creek) others again 


iper-hnunt 
or paper-gallop. ‘They make 
for this purpose, elect a committee, 
every Saturday ‘afternoon have a hunt, 
one of the committee going out before- 
hand and scattering the paper along a 
track marked by which he erects 
atthe start and fi A The hunt then, 
guided by the paper, follows the track 
from start to finish, across country, jump- 
creeks and ditches en route and not 
diverging from the course indicated by the 
paper. 

‘This sport no doubt is a variation of 
horse-racing ; the latter is regarded as an 
important business involving heavy gains 
and losses, and this later development of 
it asa trifling amusomevt at which much 
money is not risked. 

It is customary to have these hunts 
in the winter, as then there is no rice or 
cotton crop in the fields to be damaged by 
the horses’ feet ; but there are still vegeta- 
bles growing everywhere and so there have 
always been objections on the part of the 
country people. To meet these, the 
foreigners announced that they would pay 
full compensation for any damage done in 
this mani and this journal inserted an 
article praising them for the spitit of fair 
play evinced by such a promise. ‘To make 
sure that all should kuow, the paper- 
hunters took the trouble to have a great 
many numbers of the Hu Pao containing 
the article distributed among the country 





































y 
Pethis occurred thros or four years ago, 
but the opposition did not disappear, and 
has of late shown a marked embitterment. 
The rustics obliterate the track by romov- ” 
ing the paper, remove the marking flags, 
or even dig holes across the track or smeat 
the bridges with slippery mud to bring 
riders and ponies to grief. 

All this makes the foreigners very in- 
dignant, and what they think about it will 
appear from the following colloquy which 
was actually held between one of them 
addicted to this sport and a Chinese quite 
latel 

Ghinese.—The country people have no 
hatred of paper-hunting, but they hate the 
damage caused by it to the things growing 
in their kitchen-gardens and fields. ‘Though 
promised compensation, they still object ; 
can it be that compensation is not really 
given but only talked about ? 

Foreigner.—No, indeed! We have too 
much esteem for truth, to promise compen- 
sation and then not give it. ‘The fact is, 








the country people are up to a hundred 
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tricks to get a “squeeze”, and look upon 
the compensation system as a good excuse 
to put forward untrue claims, those whose 
fields have not been trampled on at all 
declaring that they have, and those who 
are entitled toa little compensation for real 
damage sustained assessing it at ten times 
the proper amount. 

The natural resultof this rapacity has been 
that the foreigner has become disinclined 
to believe in the truth of any claims at all, 
whether just or unjust, and the natives are 
of course discontented, the honest suffer- 
ing with the dishonest for a state of things 
which is the villagers’ own making. Let 
them claim only for what they have lost, 
and no more, and we shall hear no moro 
of “compensation promised but not given." 

Chinese.—Well, the villagers are only 
common people, after all, aud cannot be 
expected to have a very exalted idea of 
honour. ‘The superior man thinks first of 
duty, the common man thinks first of 
protit”, as our ancient sage puts it. 

Foreigner.—Very true. But what we 
have a right to expect from them, is some 
respect for the orders of their owo 
authorities. Last winter we laid our 
well-founded complaints of the annoying 
conduct of the country people before 
the Consul, who wrote to the Taotai 
questing him to instruct the local officials 
to keep thom in order, and we hoped that 
we should have no more trouble with them, 
but they are this winter worse than ever. 
What emboldens them to behave in the 
way they are doing is simply this: the 
Chinese officials think the whole business 
so trifling that they will not take the trouble 
to regula at, trifing os it may 
appear to them, it has a bearing on a very 
large question, no less a one than that of 
friendliness between the two peoples or the 
reverse, When provinces of China have 
suffered from drought or floods, our foreign 
merchants have been in the habit of coming 
forward to give tangible help to the distress- 
ed country people in the shape of money. 
Tho Yellow River floods called forth a very 
unmistakable display of the friend); 
of foreigners towards the Chinese; and 
more pent till, when a cry of distress 
came from gsi and Anhui, and the 
Shanghai Taotai was instructed by Viceroy 
‘Tséng to make the appeal which he did at 
this port, the generosity of foreigners was 
shown in a still more striking manner. In 
addition to the large sums given by foreign- 
ers locally, they had large sums transport- 
ed to China by telegraphic transfer, for 
distribution in the distressed districts. 

While foreigners act in this manner 
towards the Chinese when in trouble, they 
think it hard thatthe Chinese officials should 
think so meanly of them as to be unwilling 
to help them in this little matter, by reliev- 
ing them from the petty annoyances of the 
country people. ‘The paper hunters of 
course know that the country people of 
the immediate neighbourhood of Shangh: 
cannot feel deeply impressed with gratitude 
for benevolence bestowed on distant fellow- 
countrymen whom they have never set eyes 
upon. But they might at any rate remem- 
ber that the prosperity which they now 
enjoy, and which removes them from the 
category of people requiring such charity, 
the good market for their vegetables and 
other products, is all owing to their prox- 
imity to this, the principal residence 
of foreigners in the Empire, which has 
grown from an insignificant little place into 
a flourishing city entirely through for- 

ners. ‘Thousaiids of Chinese find steady 
employment day by day from foreigners, 
and may be said to owe their very food and 
raiment to them. The country people 
ought to think a little of these things, and 
they will see how ungracious it is to act 
in such a churlish manner towards the 
strange 

‘The mandarins can help us a great deal 
in this matter if they like; they ought to 
do so and we expect that they will. But 
if you will put this dialogue just as we have 




























































held it into the Hu-Pao, you will also be 
giving us a powerful helping band, by 
encouraging a public sentiment of ‘‘cherisb- 
ing men from afar.” 


Chinese—I will certainly do 20. 





THE TORPEDO DEFENCE OF 
CANTON 
During the Franco-Chinese War in 1884-85. 


A paper communicated to the Institutvon | 


of Electrical Engineers by J. A. Betts, 
Bai Chuan-ching, Assoc. Mem. Inst. 
C, £., Mem. Inst. E. E., Mandarin 
of the Sra renk by Imperial! Rescript. 





Mr. Prestpent ano GEnTLEMEN,— Al- 
though in this paper I have nothing very 
new or very novel to present to you, Ihave 
thought that it would be of interest to the 
members of this Society to give a detailed 
account of the torpedo defence of the 
Canton River during the war of 1884-85. 
T am aware that torpedo work is a subject 
with which very few members of this 
Society are acquainted, with the exception 
of those members who are Royal Engineer 
ob Naval officers ; but, as torpedo work, 
or more properly speaking sub-mariue 
mining, ia now so intimately and thoroughly 
connected with electrical science, I feel 
cortident that it will be of interest to mem- 
berg generally to hear what great advances 
havo been made by the Chinese Government 
in scientific pursuits ; although those 


Purposes, 
When I first entered the Chinese service 
in 1874 in_anticipation of war between 
China and Japan over the Formosa diffi- 
culty, I found that, beyond some trivial 
and unsuccessful experiments at Taku, the 
Chines> had never seen or heard of sub- 
marine mines or taken them into consider- 
ation as a valuable accessory in any scheme 
of coast defence. 

China, with an extended seaboard and 
coast linw, between two and three thousand 
miles in | a possessing many large 

rs, fs arcountey fo which subs 

marine mining must form a most essential 
Bact in any defence against. an_aggrossiva 
leet. His Excellency Li Hung-chang, 

Viceroy of Chihli, and Secretary of Stat 
for War, and now, undoubtedly, the m 
prominent statesman in China, was the first 
official to see the importance of such 
defence and, in 1875, ordered me to com 
to Tientsin t» carry out a series of experi- 
ments before him. As these experiments 
were very satisfactory, and as the Japanese 
trouble had been smoothed over, His Ex- 
cellency directed me to form a School of 
Submarine Mining and carry out a course 
of instruction to some twenty or thirty 
young Chinese gentlemen in that branch 
of scientitic warfare. ‘Twenty-four students 
were obtained, chiefly from the official 

















classes, who worked most diligently and | 


assiduously, and, after four years’ tuition 
in the various ‘branches of torpedo and 
telegraphic science, became fairly eflicient 
officers, thus forming the nucleus of the 
various torpedo and telegraphicdepartments 
which have since sprung into existence 
throughout the eighteen provinces. In 
1879 these students built the first Telegraph 
line opened by the Chinese Government to 
the public, from Tientsin to Taku, and I 
remember that the very first wx which 
was sent over that line was an order from 
His Excellency Li Hung-chang to the 
commander at ‘T'aku to dress the forts and 
tire a salute of twenty-one guns on the 
arrival of General Grant in the U.S. gun- 
boat Ashuelot. 

In 1883 when at home in England I 
received a telegram from His Excellency 
Chang Shu-sheng, Viceroy of the Liang- 
kuang, that is to say Kuangtung and 
Kuangsi, to proceed to Canton at once, 
to undertake tho defence of that city in 
anticipation of war between Chins and 














France. 1 arrived in Canton on November 
20th of that year, where I found two of my 
old Tientsin students awaiting my arrival. 
After an interview with His Excellency 
the Viceroy, I proceeded to form a torpe- 
do department at Whampoa, some twelve 
miles from Canton. I first began by over- 
hauling the few etores that we had, and 
found that for the defence of the Canton 
River, some ninety miles in length, we had 
only 4,000 yards of submarine cable in 
sixty separate lengths, and some ten ot 
twelve obsolete ground mines, For the 
next two or three months my duties were 
exclusively confined to surveying the Can+ 
ton River, taking soundings, and inspect- 
ing the various forts and creeks with the 
view of drawing up a specification for the 
necessary stores required for the defence of 
that river. This duty was most arduous and 
unpleasant, as in many of the forts the 
soldiers were raw levies from inland pro- 
vinces who had probably never seen a for- 
eigner before, and, however friendly and 
genial a mob of celestials may be, it is, to 
say the least, uncomfortable to realise that 
their clothing is inhabited by something 
more than the legitimate wearer. Most 
of these men were Hunan men, fine stal- 
wart fellows, but disposed to be very quar- 
relsome with the Canton men, and in many 
cases I have had to run in and interposo 
with hand and tongue to prevent them 
attacking my own guard. 

By the early part of next year I had 
drawn up my plan of defence, made out m: 

















ir | specification for stores and sent th ‘isi+ 
suite have been followed chielly for warlike | th England. During this eurveying 


tion on to England. During this surveying 
expedition the first death occurred among 
my staff, the coxswain of my launch being 
shot by some salt smugglers who, mistakin; 
us for a Revenue boat, suddenly openec 
fire upon us. The poor fellow died in half 
an hour, 

Pending the arrival of my stores I plan- 
ned out and built very complete magazines 
hidden from the fire of any hostile fleet 
among the hillson Dane's Island. The foun- 
dation of these magazines was cut outof tho 
solid rock by some four hundred soldiers lent 
me from a neighbouring camp in one day, 
I utilised the few stores which I had ; and 
placed in position at Sha-lu eleven 500 Ib. 
ground mines, loaded with powder. These 
mines, the first to be submerged, were 
picked up one year and eight mouths after, 
and the powder found to be in perfectly 
good condition, although some of them were 
covered with a deposit of hard sand six 
feet in thickness. I also utilised my time 
in getting guns into position to command 
the torpedo fields ; Krupp, Woolwich, and 
Vavasseur guns of 16 and'18 tons weight 
were hauled and dragged up the face of 

js by sheer strength and stupidity, in 
situations where we in England would have 
thought it would have been impossible to 
do such work without the aid of engineer- 
ing appliances. I may here state that in 
lifting heavy weights there is no man to 
compare with the ordinary Chinese coolie, 
I do not mean individually but collectively. 
Thave seen a gang’of men go to a6 ton 
gun, adjust their carrying poles, and sim- 
ply ‘walk away with it, of course accom- 
panied by a tremendous uproar. By this 
time the educational part of the Torpedo 
Department was fairly started and consist- 
ed of 24 Nai-hsio-hsien (inside students) 
corresponding to our cadets, 30 Wei-hsio- 
hsien outside students) or mechanics, and 
50 Shui-yungs or divers. This last class 
consisted of the men who had to do the 
actual work of lowering and mooring the 
mines in position, and was chiefly recruited 
from sailors and fishermen. Every man 
had to be a thoroughly good swimmer and 
diver. Most of them could remain under 
water at a moderate depth without any ap- 
pliances save those which nature bestowed. 
upon them, for 2} minutes, while the best 
of them, on the occasion of a review before 
His Excellency the Viceroy, remained 
under water in four fathoms one second 
short of four minutes. 
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-In May 1884 my stores began to arrive 
trom England, the first consigument being 
two electric search lights with dynamo, 
engines and boilers, complete. Each set of 
spparatis ‘consisted of engine and boiler, 
dynamo, projector, double conductor cable 
god lamp with ie necessary switche 

keys, and testing instruments. The engine 
waa ‘of fourteen horse-power to run at 
410 revolutions. The dynamo machines 
Wore of the improved Gramme form, 
D. Q. pattern. 

revolutions they gave an electro-motive 





Force of 60 to 62 volts and a current of | 





30 to 95 amptres. The “M: 
jectors were fitted with coplanetic mirrors of 
B0 centimetres diameter. ‘The lamps were 
fitted with hand adjustments and carried 
carbons of 20 m/m diameter, giving « light 
of 36,000 candles. One light was stationed 
at Whampoa on a hill about 100 feet high, 
as to sweep both channels of the river 
at the point where it divides and forms 
the two passages to Canton, The light 
could be thrown on the glacis of 
the three forts at this spot, on the 
torpedo fields, barriers, and military 
bridge. Another lamp was placed at Sha- 
kow in the centre of the Bogue defences 
where it covered the torpedo fields and 
the surrounding forts, At the latter station 
was placed on the top of a nearly vertical 
cliff 300 feet high, and in both cases the 
engines of the dynamo were thoroughly 
protected from the fire of the enemy. 
From this time forward stores began to 
come in rapidly, but in the middle of May 
all our plans were knocked on the head 
by news of a definite treaty having been 
concluded between Li Hung Chang, on 
behalf of the Chinese, and Captain Fournier 
for the French Government. In conse- 
quence of this news all active work was 
suspended, but. stores were coming in so 
rapidly that all my attention had to be 
given to the work of separating guns, 

















Ebrpedo gear, electric light gear, cables, 
rice, pows from one another, and 
seeing each away in a safe place. 





By the end of June when things were 
etting into somewhat better order our 
Ropes of peace were all upset by a telegram 
I received from His Excellency the 
Vicoroy, stating that the French and 
Chinese troops were approaching each other 
on the Tongking frontier, that renewed 
fighting might take place any day, and that 
Twas once more to get my torpedves in 
Teadiness, Shortly after we received news 
of the recapture of Langson by the Chinese 
troops, and from this tine forward 
our torpedo work commenced in right 
down good earnest. At this time I 
was in Hongkong receiving consign- 
ments of munitions of war. Among other 
things I took delivery outside Hongkon; 
Harbour of 25 tons of gun-cotton, 1 
tons dynamite, 3,000 Mauser rifles, and a 
million and_a half cartridges, under the 
eyes of the French fleet there assembled. 
these stores were transferred to two junks 
and taken in tow by a Chinese man-of-war. 
I received information that the French 
intended to cut us off as soon as we were 
Deyond the protection of British waters, 
and I saw, as I presumed for this purpose, 
the French man-of-war Hamblin lying at 
anchor with steam up some 3 or 4 miles 
outside the Harbour limits; but as I had 
my orders to proceed to Canton, I left in 
the evening on board H.I.C.M. gunboat 
Hai Ting Ching with the two junks in 
tow, steaming through the Capsimun pass 
within about a mile of the Frenchmen. 
Why they did not attack us am thorough- 
ly at a loss to understand. We could have 
made but a very poor defence, as my 
gunboat was simply armed with an 18-ton 
muzzle-loader which could only fire right 
shead, and two 12 pounder Armstrong 
guns astern. Our capture or destruction 
would have been easy, and, as this cargo 
of gun-cotton formed the very life of w: 
torpedo defence and was known as sucl 
to everybody in Hongkong, it is to me 






























When running at 470' 


\ Excellency the Viceroy 





inexplicable why the French allowed us to 
pass. I was so thoroughly convinced that 


| the French intended to attempt its capture 
| that Ihad paid out and made fast along 


the tow lines from the gunboat to the 
junk containing the gun-cotton a length 
of cable core attached to detonating fuses 
and a battery on board, with which I in- 
tended to fre the gun-cotton when its cap- 
ture was inevitable. However, we arrived 
safely at our depot at Whampoa with our 
cargo. At this time the Viceroy, Chang 
Shu-sheng, who was very pro-foreign, was 
for political reasons superseded by His 
hang Chih-tung, 
who is intensely anti-foreign. 

No time was now lost in getting tor- 
pedoes placed in position. Icontinued the 
work previously begun at Shalu and at the 
same time carried on the work of submerg- 
ing mines at Yuchau, on the other branch of 
. I now increased the number of the 
‘Torpedo Corps to some 600 men, taking on 
some more Shui-yungs and raising a body 
of 450 Lai-pings or torpedo soldiers. These 
latter 450 men were recruited from junk 
men and riverside labourers, and after a 
short interval of rough drill were placed 
in 30 ten-oared cutters which I had built 
in Hongkong, to act as guard boats over 
our torpedo fields. These boats were 28ft, 
Gin. long, Tft. Gin. beam, and each co! 
tained fifteen men armed with Winchester 
repeating carbi ‘The boat's crew was 
formed as follows:—One man in command, 
ten men at the oars, three men to 
work a brass howitzer, Gatling, or Nor- 
denfeldt, with which the boat was fur- 
nished, and one odd man. These cutters 
proved of very great service throu; 
the whole of the defence, during the day 
some doing any odd work that might be 
required of them, and at night the remainder 
keeping a look-out on the torpedo tields— 
from their light draught being able to pass 
over the mines in safety. In addition to 
these cutters I employed four small gun- 
boats, or rather large steain-launches, some 
8 or 10 junks as cargo boats, and the neces- 
sary houseboats for the men to sleep in. 
‘The launches were fitted up with shears 
hanging over the bows, which I found to be 
a very convenient method of submerging the 
mines, the drum of torpedo cable being 
placed in the stern of the boat. In paying 
‘out 7 core cable where the half mile drum 
weighed over two tons I found it necessary to 
lash a junk alongside the launch and pay 
out the cable from the junk. With this 
rough way of working each gang could not 

t down more than ten mines per day, 

ait it rast be remembered that, the caps: 
city of the men for work was limited by 
my endurance, as I had to test every mine 
and every cable and see every joint made 
myself personally, in addition to inspecting 
stores as they arrived, looking after the 
position and building of torpedo stations, 
keeping accounts, paying the men, and 
acting as their medical man if any were 
sick or injured. Whatever faith the men 
may have had in me, I do not take any 
great credit to myself in this last mentioned 
capacity. My nights were us pent 
in travelling up and down the river in my 
launch to see that the various guard boats 
marking the torpedo positions or intended 
positions were at their stations. 

By the end of August we had received 
news of the bombardment of the arsenal at 
Foochow and the destruction of the Chinese 
fleet by the French, and that we might 
t the latter any day in the Canton 
River. Inow commenced my outer line 
of defence at the Bogue forts, beginnin; 
with my first station at Sha-Tehow, matked 
on the Admiralty charts Chuen Pee, some 
thirty odd miles from Whampoa. The cables 
at this station had to be carried up the face 
of a cliff two or three hundred feet high. 
In addition to our Torpedo defence we now 
commenced lacing barriers across the river 
at various points, leaving gaps for the pas- 
sage of the river-steamers about 150 feet in 
width. The position and construction of 
























































these barriers although planned by myself 
had to be entrusted to Ginaes oben Ie to 
build, Junks loaded with stone were sunk 
in the bed of the river, heavy piles driven 
in round them and these piles connected 
by tie beams and chain cables, and the 
interstices filled up with granite blocks. 
This ought to have formed a solid barrier if 
carried out according to my directions, but 
I found out afterwards that any modern 
war vessel could have steamed through them 
with very little more dataage than acratch- 
ing her ‘The whole of the work 
was on the surface, the junks instead of 
being filled with stone were filled with mud, 
and, consequently, in a few months broke 
up and drifted away, leaving a few soli 
piles sticking up here and there, whicl 
could easily have been drawn or cut. off by 
acharge of gun-cotton, On the 6th Sep- 
tember, 1884, I closed the gap in the bar- 
riers in the'main branch of the Canton 
River at Whampoa, having delayed doing 
80 for some time at the request of the 
British Consul, thus leaving open the front 
reach, only available for vessels drawing 
not more than 9 feet, to Canton, This 
front reach passage was left open during 
the whole of the war and the river steamers, 
allowed to proceed to Canton and vice-versd 
during the day, but at night compelled to 
anchor below the Bogue or above Wham- 
pos, and when passing through by day- 
light had to take native torpedo pilots 
on board. The passage of these steamer 
was a most serious inconvenience, and 
although I represented to His Excellency, 
the Viceroy, that all steamers should 
compelled to stop and unload cargo into 
lighters below our most advanced torpedo 
position at San-Pan-Chow, he was unable 
to agree to this as it would have involved 
very heavy loss in the Customs Revenue at 
Canton, and, owing to the ambiguous state 
of affairs,—war never having been formally 
declared between China and France—might 
have involved His Excellency in some intor- 

ional diticulties with the Hongkong 
authorities, In the outer defence at the Bo- 
gue twenty-eight of my contact mines were 
struck and crushed in by these steamers, 
and at the inner defence at Whampua, 
eight were similarly damaged. Of course 
this was a great source of worry and anxiety 
to me,us although we knew from the falling 
of the shutter in the shutter apparatus 
which particular mine had been struck, and 
consequently could replace it immediately 
by a sound mine, always supposing that the 
plug connecting the firing battery was not 
in position there could be no danger of the 
mine exploding (all the mines submerged 
in these passages being purely electrical), 
still the responsibility of entrusting the 
safety of a friendly er to men who 
had only afew months’ acquaintance with 
their work weighed very heavily on my 
mind. 

In the Fu-Mun Pass where it was im- 
possible to submerge mines owing to the 
great depth of water—being over twenty 
fathoms—and the strong tide runnin, 
through this narrow passage, (at the fi 
of the ebb coming near to five knots), 
steel wire hawsers were paid out along the 
bottom of the river, made fast to the Chain 
Rocks, and attached to powerful steam 
winches in the valley at the back of Anung- 
Hoy. These winches would have hauled 
the hawsers taut when it was desired to 
close the Pass, but they were never called 
inte requisition. The West River and all 
the creeks leading from the West Ri 
the Chu-Kiang or Canton River were either 
blocked by stone barriers or defended by 
small Chinese-made mechanical mines. 

Twill now describe the different classes 
of torpedoes used in this defence. As the 
passage of steamers over the torpedo fields 
was allowed under certain restrictions it 
was imperative that no purely mechanical 
mines should be employed in the main 
channel so long as that channel remained 
open to trafic. I had, therefore, to con- 
fine my attention to the use of electrical 
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mines. These were of two classes, viz. 
Ground Mines fired by observation from 


These mines had been sent from Shang- 
hai to Hankow, thence overland through 


the shore, and Buoyant Contact Mines ' Southern China to Kuangsi, a distance of 
fired by the vessel striking them, both of | nearly 2,000 miles, aud then sent on to 


the pattern used by the 


Royal Engineers, 
mostly manufactured in En 


ingland, but a 


Canton, some 500 miles further. They 
were most solidly made, so sulidly that 


portion of them made by my native work- | at first glance their appearance excited my 


men in Canton, re 
fitted with Mathieson’s spiral spring circuit 
closer without relays, and used purely and 
simply as contact mines. They contained 
100 Ibs. gun cotton charge and were sup- 
posed to have a buoyancy of double the 
weight of the charge, the suspended por- 
tion of the cable, and the steel wire moor- 
ing rope ; even when they were first sub- 
merged, the buoyancy did not reach its 
anticipated 200 Ibs. As these mines were 
wood-jacketed, after they had been in the 
water from three to six nionths the wooden 
jacket became more or less water-logged 
and their buoyancy was still further de- 
creased, but a more serious cause of loss 
of buoyancy was due to the rapid growth 
of marine vegetation and shells on the 
wooden jacket. I had the curiosity to 
weigh the growth scraped from one mine 
which had been submerged eight months 
and found it to be 65 catties or say 90 
Ibs. This reduced the buoyancy to such 
a low puint that with an ebb tide of 
three or four knots, in four or five fathoms 
of water, the mine instead of being 
afew feet below the surface swayed over 
at such an acute angle that it was ouly a 
few feet off the bottom, and if the circuit 
closer was very finely adjusted there was im- 
minent danger of contact being made and 
the circuit completed between the centre 
disc and the three upright springs of the 
circuit closer. [ therefore had to abandon 
the wooden jackets on the mines. The 
mines #0 provided were taken up and the 
jacket’ removed, leaving only a wooden 
collar around the upper rim of the case. 
After this experience all the contact mines 
made by myself in Canton were made much 
larger and, although containing the same 
charge, viz. 100 Tbs. had a buoyancy at 
Jeast three times that amount, and were 
well covered with anti-fouling paint. There 
is a good deal to be said both for and 
against the use of wooden jackets on 
contact mines. On the one hand the 
use of the wooden jacket most materially 
increases the strength of the mine, and 
where the position to be defended by 
torpedoes is not closed to the passage 
of steamers or native craft, the mine may 
receive a good deal of knocking about with- 
out any of the rivets being started, and, 
this consequently prevents the mine be- 
coming leaky. Again they are easier to 
handle when loading, shipping, and sub- 
merging, but where they are intended to 
remain in position for any length of time, 
the jacket most certainly becomes water: 
logged and very largely favours the growth 
of marine vegetation, thus detractin; 
from the buoyancy of the mine inste 
of increasing it. Plain, unjacketed mines, 
after many months in the water, un- 
doubtedly retain their buoyancy to’a far 
greater degree, but I found that even a 
slight glancing blow from a passing vessel 
was sufficient to start the rivets, and, if the 
mine was fairly struck, to drive in a plate 
and swamp the mine. I would, therefore, 
advocate that for a permanent defence 
where contact mines are intended to remain 
in position for many months, jacketed 
mines should not be eimployed, and that in 
all cases a much greater preponderance of 
buoyancy should be allowed than is the 
case at present. 

While we are speaking of the buoyancy 
of mines I may here mention a rather 
curiots circumstance that happened. I re- 
ceived from Nanning, in the province of 
Kuangsi, near the Tongking frontier, ten 
large contact mines which had been made 
in Shanghai arsenal by the Chinese au- 
thorities, with a letter from the officials on 
the frontier stating that they were useless 
as they did not know how to use them. 
































The contact mines were | suspicion, and when 








came to test them 
I found ‘that, instead cf having a pre- 
ponderance of buoyancy, they had no 
buoyancy at all, sinking by their own 
weight without any charge, although per- 
fectly watertight. I did eventually make 
use of them as ground mines, fitting 
granite slabs around them to form’an even 
base. These mines must have been carried 
over mountain passes by coolies for a 
distance of at least 200 mile: 

In mooring contact mines in a tide-way 
I consider it a most essential feature that 
the mine should be moored from one 








terminating ina ring is bad. Inall eastern 
rivers there is an immense amount of debris 
floating backwards aud forwards; banks 
get washed away, and trees with them, and 
a collection of rank vegetation, washed out 
of the creeks by an exceptionally heavy 
rain, forms in large masses, drifting up and 
down with the ebband flood. These masses 
if they can possibly attach themselves to 
the mine do so. Any outside gear on the 
mine seems to attract them like a magnet, 
even although the mine in low water may 
be several feet below the surface. With each 
tide the mass accumulates and eventually 
drags the mine to the bottom, and, even if 
at the change of the tide the mine is 
released from its load, in rising to the 
surface the mooring ‘cable is apt to 
become kinked, and it is almost certain 
that after once a kink has formed in a 
wire moorimg rope, further kinke will 
‘occur with each change of the tide, or one 
turn of the kink will chafe so much on 
the other that the cable becomes broken 
and the mine lost. Again, I do not think 
sufticient, attention is paid to the weight 
of the sinker. In a muddy or sandy bottom 
I found that a 7 cwt. sinker was amply 
sufficient to hold the larger contact mines 
firmly to their position with a three knot 
current in five or six fathoms, but, on a 
clean, uneven, rocky bottom, such a sinker 
would not prevent the mine being dragged 
30 or 40 yards from its bearings until it 
was brought up by the tightening of the 
electric cable or the grappling chain stop- 
pered along the cable catching in some 
projection. This, of course, causes a very 
severe strain on’ the cable, and, if not 
attended to immediately, the cable parts 

mer or later. In mooring contact mines 
at such a depth that they should not be 
awash at low tide and yet not more than 
8 or 10 feet below the surface at high-tide, 
I was particularly favoured in the Canton 
River, where the rise and fall of the 
tide was only about 6 to 8 feet. I tested 
the depth of my mines at low water by 
getting one of my divers to stand on 
the top of the mine when submerged, 
and if the water came no higher than 
his chest I passed it as being of suitable 
dopth. ‘This test, although a very rough 
and ready one and hardly suitable to 
English torpedo engineering, answered a 
double purpose as it not only told me the 
depth of the mine beneath the surface but 
also proved that there was at least some 
excess of buoyancy in the mine, as of 
course if the mine began to sink the man 
was left swimming in the water. These 
mines were usually attached to a single 
cable and the single cable carried right 
ashore to the torpedo station, no discon- 
nectors being used. This may appear a 
very wastefal method, but it must be 
remembered that I had no foreign assist- 
ance whatever, that my men were all 
Chinese with very little akilled knowledge, 
that any complication in design or intricacy 
of working would have been inevitably 
fatal to the success of the mine, and would 
probably have led to some great disaster. 




















joint | 
only ; mooring from three legged chains | 








Thad to consider the safety of my men and 
the safety of the traftic going on, and 
arrived at the conclusion that the simplest 
apparatus possible consistent with the 
efticient working of the system and with 
which my men had at least some slight 
acquaintarice was the best to employ. 

At the firing stations { used the moderi” 
form of the Silvertown shutter apparatus 
for circuit closing only as at preseut ers 
ployed by the Royal Engineers,—each 
wine being joined to one shutter and that 
shutter numbered. The small cover to the 
firing plug was locked and the key entrust- 
ed to the officer in charge of the station, 
‘The earth wiro from the firing battery was 
disconnected in the day time and the end 
locked up ina box. The testing and sig- 
nalling battery used for each shutter was 














| two No. 2 Leclanché cells, while the firin; 


battery consisted in every case of 50 roun 

ebonite agglomerate block Leclanchés in 
10 cell teak boxes. All joints, both at the 
station, the mine, and the junction-box, 
where the latter was employed, were sold- 
ered and carefully insulated with indi 
rubber strips and solution. No attempt 
was made to vuleanise the joints, as time 
did uot permit, and indeed with a good 
earth at each end of the line and low ten- 
sion platinum wire fuses in circuit, I had 
no fear even if a slight loss of insulation 
did take place. 

With the exception of a few odd mines 
of various patterns which had been collected 
by the Chinese ofticials from different 
sources, the ground mines employed were 
of Royal Engineer type and either supplied 
from ogland or manufactured by myself 
in Canton, They were fitted with large 
mouth-pieces adapted for receiving a gun: 
cotton charge, and supplied with the usual 
ebonite fuse-piece. ‘They were made in 
three sizes, viz., to contain 250, 500, and 
1,000 Ib. charges. I avoided the use of 
ground mines fired by observation as much 
as possible, My reason for this was that 
it requires considerable cooluess and nerve 
on the part of both the operators at the 
observing and converging stations (even 
assuming that the bearings of the mines 

‘down exactly) to fire tho mine with 
precision at the moment a vessel is passing 
over it, At the two Wantongs I had 21 
ground mines defending the Bremer Chai 
nel, placed in 3 lines of 7 each. In the 
centre line there were 500 Ib. and on the 
inner and outer line 250 1b. charges. 
The observing station at Shang- Wanton; 
was situated inside the fort and indees 
formed a part of the fortification it 
if. At commencing operations on this 
island 1 found the remains of an old fort 
which had been dismantled by the British 
troops in the last war, and lying about in 
all directions was a very large number of 
cast iron guns of native manufacture which 
had been disabled by the English. In 
some cases the trunnions were knocked uff; 
or the gun otherwise damaged by the ap- 
plication of fire. These guns bore dates of 
some thirty or forty years ago, and were 
much heavier than I thought the Chinese 
would have been able to have cast at that 
time, many of them weighing at least 5 
tons. I defended my observing station by 
bedding these guns upright side by side on 
the breech end in concrete, backing them 
with a rampart 12 ft. thick of well-punned 
concrete. The slope in front of the guns 
was formed of sandbags pinned down in 
position by several thicknesses of fishing 
nets fastened to long bamboo stakes driven 
through the sandbags. The lookout win- 
dow for the firing arcs was a long horizon- 
tal slit nine inches in height. The roof of 
the station formed a steep slope, from the 
front to the rear, made of concrete, and 
also protected by sand-bags. ‘The con- 
verging station on Hsia Wautong was na- 
turally protected by a hill on the outer 
face and could not be reached by the fire 
of the enemy until after their fleet had 
passed over the torpedo field, when of 
course the station would have been 
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Returning to the inner line of defence 
at Whampoa, where the mines were first 
ground mines had no circuit closers at-! submerged on the main branch of the 
tached, but the cables were joined up| river at Shalu, the position of the ground 
direct to the firing are and the mines conse- | mines was determined by stakes placed 
quently could be fired by observation only; | at different heights on the hillside in a 
But, as this channel was of intricate and jline with each mine. I found that for 
ditticult navigation and was already over-| short distances, where the land st the 
lapped by a field of contact mines at Pu- | side of the river rises to a considerable 
chiao or Scott's Point, it formed but a| height above the water, very fair accuracy 
secondary line of defence ; this, therefore, ‘ of firing might be obtained by this method. 
was not important. In’a uarrow creek I tried this by putting down charges of a 
‘at Sanmunkow, which would allow only ‘pound or two of powder and allowing a 
the passage of & single light draught gun- | number of small rafts to drift down with 
Boat, I submerged five 250!b. ground | the ebb-tide over them. The firing of the 
mines in two lines, These mines were | mine being entrusted to one man only at a 
laced for the protection of the town of ‘close range he would make even better 
iping some two wiles up this creek,—j practice than two unskilled men with the 
Place which, although of no importance | observing aud converging arcs could do. 
itself, formed the depdt for the provisions ' At Yuchow, although no converging station 
for the whole of the troops in the neigh- | was actually built, the method of firing by 
‘bouring camps, and contained at least some ! cross bearings was adopted. An observing 
four months’ supply of rice for some 16,000 | station was hidden among the orange 
men. Its protection was therefore of the | groves. The mines were put down across 
utmost necessity. ‘The firing station for | the river in lines with certain trees, and 


abandoned. Thetwostations were connected | 
together by line of telegraphs. These | 

















those mines was a small hut hidden among | 
the rocks on the side of the river, and the | 
hearing of each mine was taken by two 
stakes of different heights having an align- 
ment on the surface of the water imme- 
diately over the mine. At Chowyichow | 
(Sazpanchow), my extreme outer line of 
jefence, I had fourteen 1,0001b, ground 
mines with circuit closers attached, joined 
up (80 ap to act as contact mines only. 
ese mines stretched in an irregular line 
from Chuenpee Point to Sanpanchow. My 
reason for placing these mines in such an 
erratic position was that for some months | 
previously I had had down a large number 
of falee marking buoys in this neighbour- 
hood, with boats hanging about apparently 
hard at work whenever a steamer was pass- 
ing. Not only here but at other places I 
‘was compelled to resort to the same method 
of deceiving a party of Japanese officers 
who were continually passing from Hong- 
kong to Canton and rice-versd on board 
the Tiver steamere, taking notes of all that 
was going on, To aid in the deception I 
kept a steam launch almost constantly 
employed, flying the danger signal and 
stopping steamers of all nationalities at 
unexpected places under the pretence of 
doing torpedo work. Indeed, one launch 
was permanently fitted with a drum of 
cable, the end of the cable thrown over 
hoard, the launch slowed down, and the 
cable apparently paid out whenever a 
steamer was approaching. Even the tor- 
edo pilots appointed by the Imperial 
‘ustoms had no real knowledge of the 
torpedo positions, but were simply ordered 
to take their steamer dead slow past certain 
places. The mines at Sanpanchow were 
placed against my own wishes at the 
urgent request of the commander of the 
neighbouring forts. There were eight to 
nine fathoms of water and a strong tide- 
way which made it extremely difticult to 
moor contact mines with perfect security. 
At the same time there was no position 
suitable for fixing observing and con- 
verging stations to fire by observation, I 
yielded to the wishes of the commander of 
the forts with a very bad grace, but as he 
represented to the Viceroy and myself that 
as I had given a lot of torpedoes to the 
commander at Shakow he didn't see why 
he shouldu’t also have some,—he being a 
general appointed by Péng Yiilin, the 
imperial Cominissioner, who had ‘been 
specially sent from Peking to look after the 
@efence of Southern China—it was advis- 
able to yive way. These mines were the 
Inst put down and the first picked up. 
They were submerged for some eight 
months and, though generally subjected to 
some very heavy weather and a strong sea, 
only one circuit cleser broke loose—the loss 
of which was immediately detected and the 
circuit closer afterwards found by some 
fishermen, stranded up a creek. The firing 
station at this point was also a small build- 
ing among the rocks, 















































the converging station consisted of a reed 
hut hidden among the reeds on the banks 
of a creek with an operator whose duty 
was to press down a key whenever the 
vessel passed over line of mines. This 
key was in circuit with the prolongation 
of the earth wire from the observing 
station to the earthplate, and would sim- 
ply put the batteries at the station to 
earth whenever a ship passed over the 
different lines of mines ; it then remained 
the duty of the officer in the observing 
station to fire any particular mine which he 
selected. An additional earth was provided 
atthe observing station which, assuming 
that the man at the converging station was 
missing or killed, would have allowed the 
ollicer to fire the mine at his own discretion, 
which of course would have been very much 
more hap-hazard work. 

‘The whole of the mines hitherto describ- 
ed have been purely electrical, as indeed it 
is obvious that while trafic 'was allowed 
on the river, it would have been impossible 
to put down mechanical mines. From 
theirvery nature, the work being of extreme 
danger even with skilled workmen, and 
with the rough labour that I had to employ, 
it is pretty certain that either my own life 
or the lives of some of my men would have 
been sacrificed in submerging or in the still 
more dangerous work of lifting the mines ; 
but it was totally out of the question so 
long as the passage of ships flying a friendly 
flag was allowed, and of course once 

yhanical mines ‘were placed down, the 
river would have been closed alike to the 
passage of our own gunboats and other 
Vessels. ‘But in the event of the French 
fleet appearing off the Bogue, and estab! 
ing a blockade, I had 330 electro-mechai 
cal and mechanical mines ready to dispute 
the further passage of the French fleet 
over the stretch of water from the Bogue 
forts to Whampoa; some thirty miles in 
Iength. Of these mines 290 were electro- 
mechanical and were constructed to contain 
a charge of 60 Ib. gun-cotton or 80 Ib. 
dynamite. They were manufactured in 
China and were of the same kind as those 
used during the Turko-Russian war with 
some success on the Danube, It was a 
buoyant mine of a conical shape, its upper 
surface fitted with five projections enclosed 
in a water tight covering of thin sheet 
lead. Inside these projections was a glass 
tube filled with a solution of bi-chromate 
of potash. On either one of these leaden 
caps being crushed in by a blow froma 
passing vessel the glass tube would be 
broken and the bi-chromate fluid allowed 
to fall into a small battery cell containing 
zinc and carbon elements screwed into the 
case of the mine immediately beneath it. A 
fuse was placed inside the mine in circuit with 
each battery, and the wires connecting the 
fuse were led outside the mine through a 
water-tight india-rubber plug to some little 
distance from the mine and only connected 
together when the mine was safely placed 









































in position. The wires were then jointed, 

weighted, and sunk to the bottom. How: 

ever much care may be exercised in putting 

these mines down and in picking them up 

again, where they were crowded together 

\in a ‘tarrow place an accident would bo 
pretty certain to occur. 

The other 40 mines were manufactured 
by an ingenions Chinese mechanic prior to 
my arrival in Canton. They contained a 
charge of 80 1b. dynamite and were fired 
by the impact of a plunger on a fulminato 
cap. This plunger was held back by 
strong spiral spring, kept in position by a 
piece of lead wire which it was calculated 
would be broken by the blow from a 
passing vessel, allowing the plunger to fall 
and fire the charge. Some of these min 
have a rather curious history. In August, 
1884, I was ordered to send some of these 
mines to Fouchow. Forty were despatch- 
ed on Chinese transport to that port, but 
before they arrived the Chinese fleet had 
been destroyed and the harbour occupied 
by the French. The transport therefore, 
not wishing to rush into a hornet's nest, 
went on to Amoy where she landed her 
stores. Five of these mines eventually 
found their way to Tamsui in Formosa, 
and were instrumental in the signal defeat 
inflicted on the French forces in an at- 
tempted assault at that place in October, 
1884, Four only of the mines were sub- 
merged inside the bar, and although the 
French gunboat Vipére hovered about 
during the engagement, evidently with tho 
view of aiding the main attack by a flank 
fire, the knowledge that there were some 
torpedoes placed down prevented her 
crossing the bar and carrying out her plans, 
‘The fifth of these mines came toan untimely 
end, The mines were being fitted up ina 
temple. ‘This one was left there overnight 
loaded, with merely a wisp of straw twisted 
in the mouth wf the mine in place of the 
primer. It is presumed that a poor old 
woman by some means entered the temple 
to carry out her devotions, and in lighting 
the usual incense sticks with which the 
Chinese worship is always accompanied, 
ignited the mine, causing the destruction 
of herself and the building, Three of 
these mines were never picked up. Six 
months after, when peace was concluded 
and the river was swept for their recovery, 
only one could be found, the other 
three having probably become water-logged 
and covered up with sand. I consider the 
employment of these few mines at th 
place affords one of the most strikin 
amples of the deterrent effect produced by 
the knowledge that there are torpedoes 
blocking the way. In this case the French 
well shelled the front face of the Chinese 
position and then landed some fourteen 
or fifteen hundred men who, after several 
hours’ most obstinate fighting, were driven 
back by the Chinese soldiery with very 
heavy loss. Tn re-embarking under a well- 
sustained fire from the Chinese troops 
two of their boats were capsized, many 
men drowned, and two machine guns 
captured and carried off in triumph by the 
Chinese. If the Vipére had been able 
to have crossed the bar and taken up the 
position assigned to her, where she could 
have aided the attack by a flank fire, this 
defeat might have been tuned into victory. 

‘On the West River, which was navigable 
for sinall river gunboats and the possession 
of which would have enabled the French 
to attack Canton in the rear and, by the 
numerous creeks leading to the Canton 
River, allowed cutting out expeditions to 
embarrass and annoy the Chinese positions 
at Sha-lu and Whampoa, I placed stone 
barriers defended by small mechanical 
mines and covered by the fire of such 
odd guns of native manufacture as I 
could spare from the main defence: 
These mechanical mines were conoidi- 
cal copper cases having a percussion 
plunger at the apex of the conoid, and 
fitted on the end of a stout spar. The 
lower end of the spar was fastened by a 
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chain toa heavy sinker. About half-way 
along the spar a light steel wire rope was 
made fast ro another sinkor and the whole 
submerged in such @ position in front of 
the barrier that the mines, some four or 
five feet under water, always faced the 
direction from which an attack must come. 
The charge of these mines consisted of 
some 30 or 40 Ib. of dynamit:, and after 
being down some six or eight months they 
were picked upor fired, by sweeping, without 
any accident. Of course there was nothing 
new about this style of mechanical mine, 
as it was used during the American Civil 
war, but for subsidiary defence I found 
it most convenient, being easily made by 
native workmen and capable of rapid sub- 
mersion with very little danger. In dee} 
water or a strong tide-way its use woul 
have been impracticable. 

‘On the main defence at the Bogue forts 
drifting torpedoes and fire rafts were held in 
readiness for the appearance of the French 
fleet. ‘The drifting torpedoes were of the 
electro-mechanical type previously describ- 
ed, and it_was intoudod to have launched 
them in pairs lashed to a frame work of 
light bamboos, released with a full ebb tide, 
in the hopes that they might catch in the 
mooring chains of any of the enemy's ships 
when they got below the Bogue. 





not much faith in these drifting torpedoes 
and never had an, opportunity of proving 
their efficiency. ‘The fire rafts were ol 
junks loaded with light timber, so as to 
render them unsinkable, and well packed 
with kerosene oil. A lofty superstructure 
was built on them, thoroughly soaked i 
inflammable material with the view of t 
falling on the deck of any ship which the 
junk might foul. At an inspection by Hi 





i 
rxeelleney the Viceroy, I towed one of 

these junks into mid-channel below the 

Bogue, fired it, and sent it a-drift. 

tain} 

the 


Te cer- 
mado an imposing show and delighted 
fhinese immensely. Whether it would 
fed its purpose or not remains 





In the autumn of 1884 a number of 
mechanical land mines for the defence of 
entrenched camps and the faces of fortified 

sitions were brought out from Germany 
by @ Chinese officer who had been drilled 
in the Prussian army. ‘These mines con- 
tained a 10 Ib, charge of dynamite and 
were fired by a trigger arrangement at- 
tached to a wire very similar in action and 
sppearance to the pigeon-traps in use at 
shooting mat but, as their range was 
so extremely limited, I was requested by 
the Chinese authorities to furnish them 
with electrical land mines of more extended 
range. A large number were constructed 
and used both on the Canton River and 
‘on the Tongking frontier, and at the latter 
ple, during some severe fighting near Kao- 

ng, did some good service. ‘They were 
extremely simple, being only heavy cast 
iron cases, fitted’ with a wooden plug to 
allow for the passage of the wire and con- 
taining a charge of about 201b. of dynamite, 
buried some three or four feet beneath the 
surface, 

‘The fuses employed in every case were 
latinum wire low tension fuses manu- 
factured by myself as follows :—Three tin- 
ned copper wires of No. 22 BWG were 
stranded together, run through a bath of 
solder, and cut int -inch lengths. Two 

of these stranded wi upright in 
@ bamboo tube such used for Chinese 
pen-holders, 14 inches in length, and held 
in position by a mixture of ground glass and 
sulphur, poured in hot, leaving the wires 
projecting on the one end } inch, and at 
the other end some 4 inches. The shorter 
ends were bridged across by a length of 
No, ‘002 platinum wire carefully wheel 
‘and having a resistance of “9 of ar ohm. 
‘This fuse head was fitted intoa thin copper 
‘tube thiee inches in length, and primed 
with thirty-five grains of fulminate of mer- 
cury, placed in dry. This fulminate was 
kept in its place around the platinum wire 



















down with the butt end ofa pencil and 
held there by a drop of shellac varnish. 
The remainder of.the tube was filled uj 
with a mixture of mealed gun-cotton anc 
mealed powder, and the end sealed with a 
plug of bee’s-wax preesed in with the thumb. 
‘The two leads were wrapped with pure 
rubber tape fixed with rubber solution, 
‘The fuse was then painted with two or 
three coats of red shellac varnish renderin; 
it thoroughly waterproof. Two fuses join 
up in divided circuit were always employed. 
I found these fuses most efficient, durable, 
and cheap ; everything about them was of 
native manufacture except the platinum 
wire. I have recently fired some of these 
fuses manufactured in 1884 and recovered 
from mines which had been lying in the 
Canton River for eighteen months, with- 
out asingle failure. My reason for using so 
strong a charge as thirty-five grains of 
fulminate in each fuse was that as I had 
to manufacture the fulminate myself, and 
was not at all assured of the purity or 
strength of the acid employed in its manu- 
facture, and the consequent strength of 
the fulminate, I thought it best to be on 
the safe side. 

‘The gun-cotton used in the mines was 
of German manufacture and was tested and 
examined in accordance with the regulations 
and conditions prescribed by the Imperial 
German Navy by an officer of that navy, 
before it was shipped. It was supplied in 
8 oz, prismatic discs, and when packed for 
shipment contained fifteen per cent. of 
water, I found it of most excellent quality, 
and even the broken residue which was 
recovered from the mines after they were 
lifted and unloaded would readily explode, 
with a bursting charge of one dynamite 
cartridge, although containing quite twenty 
per cent. of moisture, and mixed up with dirt 
and other extraneous matter. By the time 
all my niines were lifted I had quite a ton 
of this impure gun-cotton débris, which you 
will understand waa far too dangerous to be 
stored in my magazines with the bulk of 
the other explosives, and I therefore teok 
care to get rid of it’as soon as possible in 
experimental work and the capture of fish, 
thus providin, 1y a good day’s meal for 
the whole of my soldiers. The remainder 
of the gun-cotton was carefully picked over 
by hand, moistened to contain thirty per 
cent. of water, packed in large earthen- 
ware jars and stowed away in the magazine. 
L had very great difficulty in preserving 
the gun-cotton from the ravages of the 
white ants. These wretched insecis caused 
me more worry and annoyance, I may 
almost say, than the whole of the French 
fleet. Wien the gun-cotton was packed 
in boxes, before I discovered their existence 
they reduced the boxes toamere Peper like 
shell and tunnelled through the discs of 

jan-cotton in every direction to their 

jeart’s content. The only way I could 
keep them at bay was by constantly shifting 
the gun-cotton from one magazine to 
another, well washing out the empty 
magazine with carbolic acid, and returning 
the [aghresons packed in earthenware jars 
to that 



































centre of a wet charge of gua-cotton was 
very effective, and saved me slot of trouble 
as I had no place in which I conld keep a 
bursting charge of dry gun-cotton except 
the wardrobe of my bed room, and, although 
I usually had there some 20 lb. of dry 
gun-cutton discs, I did not at all like it. 

in respect to accidents I was very fortu- 
nate during the submersion and removal of 
the submarine mines. Not asingle man 
was injured beyond the usual scratches 
and contusions inevitable in carrying out 
any rough work, but during the war my 
men suffered heavily from dysentery and 
fever, dying at the rate of three and four 
per day. Having no medical comforts, I 
could do very little to stop the progress of 
disease after it had once seized hold of aman, 











bridge by small pad of cotton wool pressed 


‘The only serious accident which occurred 


was st Christmas-time, 1885, after peace 
hhad been concluded. At a review before 
His Excellency the Viceroy and some 
other high officials, the fly-wheel of the 
air pump on one of the torpedo boats flew 
into pigces and injured the native engineer 
ina Mibcking manner. No foreigners, wero 
on board the boat but, as I was in attend- 
ance on His Excellency the Viceroy at 
the time, I was sent for and found the man 
ina dying state, His skull was fractured, 
his jaw broken, and the whole of his side 
torn out. I made some attempt to dress 
his wounds and sent him off in a steam 
launch to the foreign doctor at Canton, but 
the man died before his arrival there. The 
engine room was badly damaged and ap- 
peared us if a shell had exploded inside. 
A large hole was broken through the 
skin of the boat and she was only pro- 
vented from sinking by beaching her 
on the bank of the river. I afterwards 
examined the pieces of the fly wheel and 
found the casting to be of the coarsest grain 
aud apparently the commonest description 
of iron, This boat was one of the two 
torpedo boats manufactured by the Vulean 
Shipbuilding Co. of Stettin and sent out 
to China after the conclusion of peace on 
board one of the Chit ironclads manu- 
factured by the same firm. 

A fire took place at Shang-Wantong in 
the immediate vicinity of my observing 
station at that Fort, which although it 
caused no damage to the observing station, 
did cause a considerable amount of alarm, 
aud necessitated the removal of some two 
or three tons of gun-cotton and other stores 
in the station before the fire could be 
extinguished, 

Unfortunately none of the torpedo boats 
arrived in Canton until after the conclu- 
sion of the war. The first two to arrive 
were those built by the Vulean Co. of 
Stettin, and were supposed to steam nine- 
teen or twenty knots, but in China wo 
could never get inore than sixteen to seven- 
teen knots from them. Each boat was pro- 
vided with four Schwartzkopf torpedoes 
fired by compressed air through port and 
starboard tubes fitted in the bow of the 
boat, and armed with a Hotchkiss revolving 

un mounted on the forward conning tower, 

ter on, nine second class torpedo boat 
were manufactured by Schichau of Elbing, 
and were fitted with one Torpedo tube to 
fire right ahead, ‘These boats were put 
together at the Torpedo Department at 
Whampoa by native workmen, and, al- 
though of the second clase type and very 
much smaller than the Stettin Hoste, beat 
the latter in point of speed. In all eleven 
boats and seventy Schwartzkopf torpedoes 
were purchased for the use of the Depart. 
ment. Prior to the arrival of the boats 
an old three-masted schooner, the Cali+ 
fornia was purchased in Hongkong, fitted 
‘with engines and air pumps for charging 
the torpedoes, and used generally as a 
training ship and depot for the Torpedo 
Department. I had been led to suppose.and 
fondly hoped it would come to pass, that 
the two first boats would arrive in China 
in the summer of 1884, and, in anticipation 




















- | of their arrival, had schemed out a plan of 


attack on the French Mail, The two boate 
were to lie hidden behind one of the 
numerous islands lying between Macao and 
Hongkong, and intercepting the French 
‘Mail on her passage from Saigon to Hong- 
kong, attack her on each quarter and, 
under threat of sinking her, compel her to 
alter her course aud steam to the Bogue 
Fort by the Great West Channel where 
she would have been brought to an auchor 
under fire of the Chinese guns. Thie 
scheme, like many others, was but in the 
clouds, and, as the boats did not arrive, it 
remained there ; but I certainly think that 








it was quite feasible and would have been 
probably a success. 

By the end of 1885 the whole of my 
mines were picked up with the exception 
of two ground mines at Wantong and four 
ground mines at Sha-lu. These six ground 
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minescould not be recovered in consequence 
of no tripping chains having been stoppered 
long the cable and being covered some 
tix feet deep in sand, when my men 
attempted to lift them by the cable, the 
cable drew through the mouth piece, and 
left the mines in their old position, where 
they remain to this day. 

In speaking of the men employed on 





active work in the Torpedo Corps during | 


the war I can but accord to them the 
greatest amountoof praise. They were hai 
working, 








whatever nationality they may 
re, and although a scratch crew 
possessing not the slightest knowledge of 
torpedo work, rapidly acquired some sort 
af enowledge ‘of making a joint and testing 
acireuit. ‘They worked from daylight to 
dark in all and every kind of weather, and 
the crows of the different steam launches 
had not only to work by day but to carry 
me about at night from staticn to station, 
or to Canton or Whampoa. The only three 
skilled assistants that I had to commence 
with died in the early part of the war from 


fever or dysentery, and the best of the | 


remaining men were killed in action on the 
Yunnan frontier in the early part of 1885. 

Of the officers I cannot speak so favour- 
ably, It seems to me that directly a 
subordinate Chinaman is placed in an 
official position his sole consideration is 
how much he can make out of it, fairly or 
infairly; even the common sergeants 
managed to aqueeze something out of the 
pay of the men. Squeezing the pay of my 
men was a thing I would not allow from 
‘anybody, and led to endless trouble, Where 
they merely squeezed in the number of 
men down on the pay sheet, that is to say, 
putting down fifty men to draw pay when 
only forty were working, no individual 
man would suffer, and even if I detected 
‘this the official concerned would lie with 
such consummate politeness, in inventing 
excusor for the absentees, that the only 
thing to do was to grin and bear it. I have 
repeatedly felt convinced that after tallying 
off the vamber of men at Wharspos one 

I have counted some of them over 
ngain at the Bogue on the following 
morning; but as one Chinese covlie is 
80 much like another, having all clean 
shaved faces, absolute identification is 
simply impossible to a foreigner. Even 
where I have had all the men concentrated 
it for the purpose of checking 
{ have found that a large pro- 
ortion of those men have been picked up 
rom the neighbouring boatmen and fisher- 
mon on that morning, slipped into a 
soldier's coat, placed in the rear rank and 
pied off as members of the Torpedo 

orp, receiving a few cents for their day's 
work, 

In spite of all these disqualifications the 
men when called upon to work, did work, 
and I consider that the Chinese soldier 
properly drilled, properly armed, and above 
all’properly oficered, would make the finest 
fighting material in the world. On a bowl 
oF two of rice, a little cabbage soup and a 
taste of salt fish he can live and thrive. 
He is active, hardy, and enduring, and 
collectively has absolutely no fear of death. 
He will follow wherever his officers may 
Jexd him and accept his fate whatever may 
befall him with the calmness of a stoic. 
On the other hand he must be taught dis- 
cipline and learn to keep his tongue still. 
At present when an order is given it 
loudly criticised by each individual man 
who has some suggestion of his own to 
offer. Rapidity of movement is conse- 
quently impossible. 

In conclusion, I can ouly express my 
on ion that any western nation should 
think twice before it, with alight heart, 
enters into a war with Chins, ‘Telegraphs 
were first built in China for military pur- 
poses ; railways will follow for the con- 
centration of troops at a given point, 
and I venture to predict that in the near 
future, when, through the influence of 





da; 























willing, and obedient, handy as | 


such far-seeing statesmen as Li-Hung- 

Chang and the Marquis Tstng, China has 

| been swept of her ill-paid and rapacious 

| horde of underling officials, she will become 

j one ofthe most potent powers in the Far 
ti. 


WHY HE DID NOT GO TO THE 


HOSPITAL. 
HE COULD LEAP THROUGH THE AIR. 


| My object in writing is two-fold: to express 

my gratitude for a great benefit, and to tell 
«short story which cannot fail to interest 
the feelings of many others. _It is all about 
myself, but I have remarked that when a 
man tells the honest truth about himself he 
is all the more likely to be of use to his 
fellow-creatures. To Begin, then, you must 
know I had long been more or less subject 
to attacks of bronchitis, a complaint that 
you are aware is very common and trouble- 
some in Great Britain in certain seasons of 
the year. “Some months ago I had very 
severe turn of it, worse, 1 think, than I 
ever had before. "It was probably brought 
on by my catching cold, as we are all apt to 
do when we least expect it. Weeks passed 
by, and my trouble proved to be very 
cbetinate. It would not yield to medicine, 
and as Lalso began to have violent racking 
pains in my limbs and back, I became 
greatly alarmed. I could neither eat nor 
sleep. If I had been a feeb'e, sickly man, 
Tshould have thought less strangely of it ; 
but as, on the contrary, I was hearty and 
robust, I feared some new and terrible 
thing had got hold of me, which might 
make my strength of no avail against it. I 
say, that was the way I thought. 

Presently I could not even lie down for 
the pain all over my body. Iasked my 
doctor what he thought of my condition, 
he frankly said ‘I am sorry to hat 
tell that you are getting worse!” This so 
frightened my friends, as well as myself, 
that they said “ Thomas, you must go to the 
Hospital ; it may be your only chance for 
afer 














But I didn't want to go to the hospital. 
Who does, when he thinks he can possibly 
get along without doing it? I am a labour- 
ing man, with a large family depending on 
me for support, and I mivht almost as well 
be in my grave as to be Inid on my back in 
a hospital unable to lift a hand for monthe, 
or 
point I had a thought flash across my mind 
like a streak of sunshine in a cloudy day. 
I had heard and read a good deal about 
Mother Segel’s Curative Syrup, and I re- 
solved, before consenting to be taken to 
the hospital, I would try that well-known 
remedy. On this I gave up the doctor's 
medicine and began taking the Syrup, 
Mark the wonderful result ! I had taken 
but three doses within twenty-four hours 
when I was seized with a fit of coughing, 
and threw up the phlegm and mucus off 
my chest by the mouthful. The Syrup had 
loosened and broken it up. Continuing 
with the Syrup, the racking pain, which 
I believe came from the bitter and 
poison humours in my blood and joints, 
soon leit me entirely, and I felt like going 
to sleep, and | did sleep sound and quiet. 
‘Then 1 felt hu: gry, with a natural appetite, 
and as I ate I soon got strong and well. 

I felt I could leap through the air with 
delight ! 

In a week I was able to go to my work 
again. It doesn’t seem possible, yet it is 
true, and the neighbours know it. There 
are plenty of witnesses to prove it. And, 
therefore, when I say I preach the 
news of the great power of Seigel’s Syrup 
to eure pain and disease far and wide, 
nobody will wonder at me. 

Tuomas Caxsixc. 


75, Military-road, Canterbury, 
Kent. 

















‘od knows how long. Right at this | ¢ 


Mother Seigel’s Curative Syrup is for 
ale by all chemists and medicine vendors; 
nd by the Proprietors, A. J. White, 








Limited, 35, Farringdon-road, London, 
E.C., England. 
(1&5) ova alt. tf 37 








Miscellaneous Entelligence, 





PASSENGERS, 
DEPARTED. 

Per str. Saikio Maru, for Nagasaki—Mr. 
and Mrs. C. L. Seitz and son, Mr. and Mra, 
¥. Wooyeda and 2 infants, Count Bylandt, 
| Capt. J.P, Roberts, Master Graham, Messrs, 
|G. Killtzau, Jas. Jones, Okazaki,’ J. W. 

Mielenhausen and ‘Aoki, For Yokohama— 
| Messrs. R. Brockelmann and Jakakabe. For 
| Kobe—Messrs. B. Atkinson, Wm, G, Hoyt, 
| R.M. Kerr, C. Hoye, A. H. Wall, Jas, Wil: 
son and Saitow. 

Per str, Natal, for Kobe—Mr. Toki 
For Yokobama—Mr. and Mrs. Martel, an 
Mr. Cleofas Lucini. 

ARRIVED. 

Per str. Peninsular, from London—Rev. 
and Mrs. Hunter and ‘child, Messrs. Sharp, 
Evans, Willett and Dawson, ‘From Hongkong 
—Mr,’and Mrs. Stoddart, Messrs, Meldrum 
and E. Gray. 

“Pee str. Natal, from Marsoilles—Messrs, 
Yang, Clark, Roussell and Delmas, Mrs, 
Roberts and ‘daughter, From Alexandria— 
Mr. Maraval. From Saigon—Mr. Moseard. 
Brom Hongkong—Nrs, Li A. Gow, Ment, 
Yamagoshi and Bud 

Per str. Yokohama Maru, from Yokohama, 
&c.—Mrs, Brown, Mrs. Navita, Misses Gladys 
de Vere, T. Stewart and E.’ J. MeBurnil, 
Capt. Cooke, Messrs. Pong Yue Choa, Hay: 
amidou and Hamoviteh, 

Per str, Haechang, from Wenchow—Mr, 
Morrison. 

Per str. Haeshin, from Foochow —Mr. 
Tee ats, Hue \gpo—I 

et str. Wuchang, from Ninj esers, 
Bond and Keser.” ape 

Per str. Gleneagles, from 
Messrs, Lea, Lane and Jamieson, 

Per str. Kicongsang, from Foochow—Mr. 
Forster. 

er str. Haeting, from Ningpo— 
Archdeacon and Stra” Moule, ins 

Per str. Chungking, from Chefoo—Mrs, 
Bourchier 
Per s 


D 


Per str. Kiangyung, from Hankow—Messrs, 
Weatherston ‘and Yagash nae 

















Hongkong— 









Haeting, from Ningpo—Mr, Reis 
Pekin, trom Chistiang-—idr, and 





Leavis. 

Per str. Clyde, for London—Mr. and Mrs, 
Parker and 4 children, Miss R. Crewdson, 
and Mr. G. § fongiong—Mrs, 
Webster, Miss Sharp, Messrs. ‘Tong Kew 
Hing, J. W. Jamieson, F. A. Brockelmann 
and D. E. Sa 














EXPLax«tiox, 
Initi-le:—b. blue sky; ¢. clouds; f fog: hy hail 1, 
Dightuing ; m. misty Qhazy); 0. overcast (dul 
‘muow; t. thunder; 2, calm, Force from l to 
stimated, 














RICE oF raz NORTH-CHINA HERALD 









dS. C&C. GAZETTE—Per Au 
num, Tels 12; Six Months, Taels 6.50. 
‘Three Months, 3.50—all payable in ai 








ance. Credit price, Tle. 13.15 per Annum ; 
Subscriptions will be considered as renewed 
unless notice to the contrary be given before 
the expiry of the current term. 
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THE LONDON ASSURANCE 
CORPORATION, 


Tscorporatep By Royal Carer, 
A.D. 1720. 


HE Undersigned having been appointed 
Agents for the MARINE DEPART. 
MENT, are prepared to issue Policies of 
Insurance a+ current rates, payable either 
here or in London, and/or the principal 
Eastern and Australian Ports. 
ARNHOLD, KARBERG & Co., 
Agents. 
For the Loxpow Assurance Corroratios, 
ca, Marine Branch 
2800-89 942 Shanghai, 29th Oct., 1888, 


SINGAPORE INSURANCE CO. 
LIMITED. 


I[{H18 undersigned, having been sppointed 

Agents of the above Company iu 
China, Hougkong and Japan, are prepared 
to grant policies against Fire on approved 
Foreign or Chinese Risks. Contributors 
of business, whether shareholders or not, 
will participate in any returns that the 
Company in General Meeting shal! sanction, 
‘Terms on application, 


ADAMSON, BELL & Co., Agents. 


Shanghai, 11th July, 1885. 
‘no-a-w 12jy-86 88 





Scottish Union&NationalInsurance 
Company Edinburgh & London, 
FIRE AND LIFE. 
Esrapusugp 1824, 

Capital... £8,000,000 
Invested Funds, £3,300,000,  Annuat 
Income, £740,000, 

TRE Insurances effected at current 
rates 
‘Terms and particulars of Life Insurances 
may be had on application to 
WELCH, LEWIS & Co., 
no-aw Agents in Shanghai, 
2au-87 390 Shanghai, 13th Aug., 1886, 














COMMERCIAL LNTELLIGENCK. 





SHANUHAT, 24th January, 1890, 


Opium,—Closing quotations :—Malwa (new) $395, (vid) $405, U'atua (vew) $377, Benares (new) $375, 








tant 1,100 
Raw 
another day or two. 
Quotations are wo 


Hea, 


Settlements for thin mail + 





Cromiv & Burkill’s circular of 24th January :—Lulow telegs 


ILKS —Owing to the native holidays there bay been no busin 











&X PORTS. 





pa 


1888-9. 1887-8. 
1,250 
42.000 
9500 
51,500 


uy qaote silk, —Quiet, 





Doliveries of Chinas to 20ch 


week, and the amarket is uot likely to open for 





1885.96, 1884.85, 
500 
47,000 
7.000 6,000 
54.600 56,000 
































France, te. Total Burope, America, Ladin Byypt Cont & Sante, — Grand Total, 
34.630 38,152 5,119 760 901 44,032 bales, 

5,240 res 1,685 74 6,899 4, 

3,583 19 a 4 4,583 4, 

4, 43,473 5,138 2,345 979 SHALL 

Aguinst in 1888-9 33,511 “3,388 1,935 1,233 46,493, 

ty V887-8B.ssseeeee 4601 30,345 2,341 1,378 41,167, 
Export—Waate Silk 187 37,494 piculs, 

” Cocvor . 35 7,931 





‘Ten, —Biack.—No business, 
Srvck.— 5,700 half-oheate ng 











Grea 
reported as shipped. 
Srock.—6,000 lialf-chos 











Black. 
45,308,514 
865,363 
431,656 









te at Fi 





‘The business thie wail has be 
ing the week have been 44%, 448 
the 18th, 








t 7,400 haif-chest 
Husiners transacted during the prst week only cousis 


it 3,000 half-chests 


(OF TEA YEOM SMANGMAI AND YANGTZE FORTS. 


1s of the holiday week comprinen 
at $91, China Fires at $89} for oash and QI for 3lst Jan. 
, Major Bros. at $50 for 3ist Jan, and Sth F-b,, Sl 






il nt the present 4: 
Council drafte were allotted at 1/58, only six lacs. 


to Cou 





in 1888-1899, 





1888-1889, 


inte 1889-1890, 








ts of a chop of Teenkai at $18) per picul, and a chop of Moyune 





1889-90. 1888-59. 
Green. Total. Black. , Total. 
7,305,142 52,613,656 1b, 45,597,456 5,941,639 51,139,095 Ib, 
, 17.6: 4.478 Saseee 17.604 478 ,, 
13,788,4¢6 3,982 (96 14,338,623 18,370.719 ,, 











idan 








sterraptet by the Chinese New Year hol 








no market to-day 
DAILY Quotations. 





Hongkong Banks at 197 per cent, premium fr cash 
d 15th Feb 


ays and has been ve 
Rates opened to-day after the hol 


25 for 3let March, 
Straits, Marine at $22) and Fire at $U 
t $235, aud Mendotas at $215 for a1 








Mi 








limited, ‘7 


quotations 
8 Ga Z under the closir 





for Bull 














(From Messrs, Morr k Fergn a's Cironlar,) 
faaeel Gee jy yu! Yoxo 
if tn Los pes. Fuance. NYE Inpta. 
esi eu Bt 
Bank 4 mjn, | Credite 4 mye | Ducts. 40]. ae ., Doers Kune.) ayn, | Ri 


and 6d 














| m/s 





| T/Teausiers, 
| 


[teres Highest [towest, Highest |Lowent. Highest [Lowest Higuet! ts 


4.64 
4.53 


Saturday, 18th .. 
Friday, 24th 


4.54 


4.54 
445 


45 


4.65 
4.58 








te 


4.68 4.63 \o.r6)5 7 


455 


4.68 
46 


4.63 





460 46 708. 73 570/573 4.57 | 


Highest | | 
5.76/5.79 4.60 | 882) 28 | 72 
904 | 278) 728 


306 
3035 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT 


247m Jaxvary, 1890. 


phic Transfers, 4e. 4]. Bank Bille, demand, 4.6 Bank Bills, 4months’ sight, -4e, 5 
Class Credits to Banke, 4 ht, de, 5d. a 4s, 6.; 6 months’ te and Documentary, 4 mor . 
hw’ sight, 42.6], On Franco—Bank Bil+, demand, Fes, 5.87; Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 montis’ sight, 5.70, 6 mouths 

On Germany—Credite and Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight, Marke 457, Ou New York—Credits aud Documentary 

. Ou Hongkong—Trlegraphic Transfers, 27§ ; Private Bille, 30 deys’ sight, 28, On Yokel ‘Telegraphio 

Hg ahs THE On Bombay. ‘Telegraiio Travafors, Be. 308). —Gold Bars, 
. Silver Bare, 111,15 nom. “Mexican dollars, $72.55 om, Copper Cs Tntereat, 





Excuaxae,—On London—Tele, 






























45 nom, 
SHAKES. 





Bawxs.—Hongkung and Sha»ghai Banking Corpor--tion.—SI 
equal to 197 per cent, prem, and exchange 73. A purchase ix reported st 205 per cent. prem, for d 


‘Moning Issorasce.—Yangtzes have changed hands at 191, and Straits at $12 50. 


Fine Ivsvuaxce,— Chinas have been placed at $91 for lst Jouunty aud at the exme rate for 15th Februay. Straits have changed 
anda at $17.50. 


Misrxo.—Busi done in Sheridans -t $235, and in Mendotus at $215 caah and $220 fer 31st January, 
Caxco BoaTs.—Shanghai shares have been sold at 192}, Co-operutives are wanted at £50, 
MrsceLtaxgovs.—f-jor Brothers shares have been sold at ‘£50 for delivery two weeks h-nce, 


res have been purchased from Hongkong at 197 to 1974 per cent. premium, 
on 3let March, 












































































































































































































{ Jasr Kerowr, | base Divimenn, de, | Caxn Quorarions, 
SULAMIES, t Werkin To Shaves |W ben pi 
| Beene. | MHL tate lowing, 
Banks, | { Tastes, 
Hongony & Shagla’ Hak $125 | g4.400,0001 i0June89) GAug 6] 197 % pr. | 271.01 
New Oriental Bank Corp. Lal} $4,700 | £10 £10 ce 416.4.6 Mar. 99) 9July 89} £11 49.81 
Jini Tug oat Co., La, 1,000 | x100 | Ftv | "$2,485 70/31 Deo. 86) 10 Oct, 29} 81.50 
w Nay. Co, ...| 49,589) £10 | £10 | [31 Dee, 88) 12 July 89} 3400 
tay | ¥10uo | 44400 | “.. $¥43,000,« U3 Dee, 89} 11 daw, 96 40",00 
China Shippers’ Mutual, N. a) £20 £13) 1 Dee, 88} 5 Dee. 89) 61.57 
‘Taku Tog and Lighter Co, 8600 |; T t50 | T.a5u | 2 328, 31 Dee, "| 8 Keb, 85] 53.28 
Docks, 
440 | 2600 | 4600 | 118,800.00) 1996 491-1 Dees 89 16 Jan, $0) oe 388.00 
waa! doe | aioo | $112,468 7u{1 Dee, 89) [eens seen 20.00 
wo | 3100 | A100 T dmv. £0) 175.00 
00} iw | toe duly 99) 197.80 
| 
$83.98 | OXeyt, 89) $72.00 12.56 
£200 | 7 AVL sy} 350.00 
1o,vuv | $250 | 16 Oct, 89) $100.00 73.00 
s.uuv $100 | 13 Jan, 29). £1.00 
1.600 | 9,000 | 2 Api. sb] $85.00 | nominal 
10,000 | $280 | 7 dew 91.25 
30,000 | $100 © 21 Oct, 16 42 
Hongkong Fue sooo | sz50 | 4Mar, 292.10 
Chinw bine by, ¢ i) $100 GMs 66.06, 
20,000 $100 1 May, 6! 12,78 
:) 29,176 | 100 b7 ALL 11,32 
sHaminglnl & [Kew Wi 2100} In) Any. 6 225,00 
Wharf Hide. | 
v 150 150 41¢,C00 10; 29 Nov, 34.00 
‘si00 | 4100) 12,00) 6 Keb. 90 00 
gu | $50. 72.27 
3100 | 1100 | $29,125 85) 235,00 
FH] s1C0 220.00 
120,000 ss s: 3.47 
20,0 0 $5 % 5.93 
1,000 | 4200 | 3200 33.003 47) £9) 182,50 
Hou | $100} $100 F¥,CC0 0 Ls Feb. £9 50.00 
6,000 | £20 £5,000.06 TAuy.89 434.00.0| 158.43 
200 | £20 ar e Ang 89 £27 10.0] 124.58 
Penk Sugar € 150 391 ‘31 Dec. Rone. 28.50 
Hall & Holtz ( 350 (0) 3 Feb 1 Nay $8 28.00 
$100 July 89, 91,25 
UO EID 28 Now. $9 100'00 
Land 20,010 50 33.50 
3) ‘Liewel 1.20) $100 | 81.76 
hai Horse Bazanr ( I, 1,800 550 1 55.10 
Brothers, Vi =| 6000 50.0 
Loan Ontetn | Closing, 
yeu—lanuve 1883) 7-45.000.00 $45,000.00 T 100 7% Tec, & June. 1105.00 
1885, ~ $30,000.00, $30,000.00, -¥ 100 7% Vo. 2 [8105 nom 
1888) 370,010.00 | $70,000.06! Fico 6% Do, Ts 
Debentures £300,000 £204,000} £ 100 7% | Quarterly £i06(a)} 480.00 
‘17,000 60 317,0:000) ¥ 25 | 74% | 7 Inn, 89 =. | $11.00 
“i884B  giseszo0.14) —_susiaye.og — g 500 | SZ] Burk Juve, | $805 (ay) 3368.65, 
1884 Cl $1,594.700.14' $1,036,820.03, $500 | SF 15th Uck. $505 (a)) 3368.65 
1886 E|_S. ¥767,200.00' "$746,700.00; F250 | 7% | Mar. & Sept. |... |290,00(0) 





For half-year, For quarter year, ¢ For year. $A deficit, § Keserve for equalizaticn ef dividunde, (w) Facivanve of scerued interest. 
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